
 
 
 
 
 
 

Institutional Review Board 

 
 
 
 

Full 

•Research that does not qualify for expedited or exempt review and/or 
presents more than minimal risk* to participants will receive Full-Board 
Review at a convened meeting. 

•Examples: interventions with humans involving physical or emotional 
discomfort or sensitive data; protected categories of individuals such as 
prisoners, individuals with impaired decision making ability, or research 
involving classified information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Expedited 
•Research can be reviewed via expedited procedures (outside 

of a convened meeting) if it... 
•Presents no more than minimal risk* to participants AND 
•Meets one of 9 Expedited review categories defined by 

federal regulations 
•Examples: research employing surveys, interviews, focus 

groups, or data collection through non-invasive procedures 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exempt 
•Some research meeting the definition below can 

nevertheless be determined  by the IRB to be exempt 
from further IRB review if  it... 

•Presents no more than minimal risk* to participants 
AND 

•Fits one of the 8 Exempt categories defined by federal 
regulations 

•Examples: Research with de-identified records, 
anonymous surveys 

 
 

Does the activity meet the 
definintion of 

 

"Human Subjects Research?" 
 

If yes, submit to IRB for approval. 

• Is the activity a systematic investigation 
designed to develop or contribute to 
generalizable knowledge? 

• Does the research involve obtaining 
information about living individuals? 

• Does the research involve intervention or 
interaction with individuals? 

• Will the  research obtain, use, study, analyze, 
or generate identifiable private information 
or identiable biospecimens?

 
*Minimal risk means that the probability and magnitude of harm or discomfort anticipated in the research are not greater in and of themselves than those ordinarily encountered 
in daily life or during the performance of routine physical or psychological examinations or tests. Researchers are reminded that physical, psychological, emotional, legal and 
social/reputational risks must all be considered. 

 
Questions: email irb@keene.edu or visit us on our website:  Human Subjects in Research (IRB) · Grants Office · Keene State College  

 
OHRP decision trees available at  http://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/decision-charts/index.html ; Adapted with permission from  
http://oprs.usc.edu/review/typesofirb/ 
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