
 

 

Melinda's FYI 

Keene State as a steward of place 

The beginning of a new academic year signals a reaffirmation of our goals and the building of strategies 

to achieve them. In their recent Best Colleges in the North rankings, U.S. News & World Report has 

named Keene State College #10 in Regional Colleges, #5 in Most Innovative Schools, and #7 in Best Value 

Schools. This news signals to me that we are on the right track as Keene State College continues to 

distinguish itself for its high quality programs that lead institutions in this region.   As we continue  to 

hold our mission, our commitment to quality, and to our students, we must look to the future, position 

the college for success, and build partnerships. As I look to the future, Keene State must increasingly 

serve our role as steward of place—giving back to our region, addressing our needs, and supporting our 

community. I am excited about our promise to succeed here.   Through our groundbreaking 



sustainability efforts, we are demonstrating our commitment to be leaders in resource management. 

This week, our campus is part of the Radically Rural Summit, where our students, faculty, and staff will 

join in the conversation about what it means to be a thriving rural community. And finally, this weekend, 

we host our annual reunion, where our alums return to celebrate this place and what it has meant to 

them. Our College is vital, relevant, and an outstanding partner.  I feel the responsibility of leading this 

institution forward while holding to our mission. Our successes are not ours alone, and we will continue  

to join with thought-leaders and change-makers throughout this region to make positive change. Thank 
you all!  

I was recently asked to join Chris Coates on his WKBK Sound Off radio show where we talked about 

many of these issues. Here is the link if you are interested in listening: WKBK Sound Off 

U.S. News & World Report ranking 

Office of Sustainability Progress Report 

From Cary Gaunt, Director of Campus Sustainability 

The following summary provides a snapshot of progress to date and next steps in attaining Keene 

State College’s Sustainability Goals. Our overarching goal, approved by the College in 2015, is to 

achieve the Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE) STARS 

Gold Rating by 2020. 

https://wkbkradio.com/podcasts/sound-off-hour-1-wkbk-9-7-19/
https://www.usnews.com/best-colleges/keene-state-college-2590/overall-rankings


 



HR update on classification review 

This dashboard will be included and updated in each FYI as we track the progress of our classification 
review project. 

 

Cabinet update: recent topics 

Recent conversations: 

• Board of Trustees Meeting planning 

• Walk-through of current Emergency Operation and Action Plan 

• Art Acceptance Committee recommendations 

Position approvals:   

Faculty lines in the following departments: 

• Architecture 

• Criminal Justice Studies 

• Education (Elementary Education) 

• Music 

• Safety and Occupational Health Applied Sciences 

• Sustainable Product Design and Innovation 



Upcoming events 

Radically Rural Thursday, September 20-21, 2019 https://radicallyrural.org   

2019 Reunion Weekend Friday, September 20 - 22, 2019 
https://www.keene.edu/alumni/events/reunion/  

All Campus Meeting Monday, October 7, 2019 Mable Brown Room 8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  

https://radicallyrural.org/
https://www.keene.edu/alumni/events/reunion/

