
Factbook

Office of Institutional Research & Assessment
Colleen Pascu, Institutional Research Analyst



Factbook

Office of Institutional Research & Assessment
Colleen Pascu, Institutional Research Analyst

• Collection of information about KSC students, 
faculty/staff, & finances

• Created to answer the most frequently asked 
questions about the student body
• Public/Media

• Has expanded over time to include information 
that might not be frequently asked for but is 
interesting & appropriate for public consumption
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• For public consumption

• Updated once a year
• Shows trends over a 5 or 6 year period 

(sometimes 10 years, sometimes only 1 year)

• Aggregate data

• Data gathered at R+30

• Most data conform to IPEDS definitions
• Colleague/Process
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• Aggregate data
• Counts or percentages of 

populations/categories 

• No identifying info
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• Updated once a year
• Takes several months to update all data

• Updated/corrected for obvious errors 

• Most data is Fall term
• Most IPEDS data is concerned with Fall
• Fall is usually the most vigorous term  

• Data stands as of R+30 or publication date



Factbook

Office of Institutional Research & Assessment
Colleen Pascu, Institutional Research Analyst

• Shows trends over a 5 or 6 year period 
(sometimes 10 years, sometimes only 1 year)

• Depends on relevance of presenting trend

• Depends on coherence/comprehension 

• Depends on difficulty of presentation & labor
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• For public consumption
• “Public face” of student statistics

• Cited by media/publications

• Data appropriate for sharing publicly

• Publicly available to students, potential 
students, parents, the community at large, etc. 

• Should be consistent with other publicly 
available data such as IPEDS or publications
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• Data gathered at R+30
• “Census Date”/“snapshot” (not “Live” data)
• 30 days into the semester (Fall & Spring) 

21 days (Summer)
• Compare data over time for trends
• Compare data across academic departments at the 

same “moment in time”
• Stabilizes data set for consistent analysis
• Standard practice for colleges (not all same time 

frame)
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• Most data conform to IPEDS definitions
• Integrated Postsecondary Education Data System
• Series of surveys conducted by the National Center 

for Education Statistics (NCES)
• NCES is a part of the Institute for Education 

Sciences in the US Department of Education
• Mandatory for all institutions that receive federal 

financial aid dollars
• Some student experience data (clubs, sports) are 

not required for IPEDS
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• Most data comes from Colleague
• Data entered into Colleague by various offices 

across campus (Admissions, Registrar, Res Life…)
• Some data does not come from Colleague

• Student affairs data (orgs/clubs, athletics, 
library, HR (different from faculty workload)…)

• IR does only data pulling, no data entry
• IR does assist with QC prior to R+30
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• Data gathering process
• IT office creates a stable R+30 environment in 

Colleague/WebI (BusinessObjects)
• IR office creates queries in WebI to extract data
• IR office imports data to MS Access

• Combine & examine data elements
• Isolate & aggregate data
• One Access DB per semester
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• Contents – General Institution 

Similar to the “KSC Profile” 
document which is no longer 
produced
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• Contents – Admissions
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• Contents – Enrollment
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• Contents – Courses & Programs
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• Contents – Retention & Graduation



Factbook

Office of Institutional Research & Assessment
Colleen Pascu, Institutional Research Analyst

• Contents – Library & Sponsored Projects
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• Contents – Student Life
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• Contents – Finance & Advancement
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• Contents – Faculty & Staff
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• Links

• Factbook online (current version)
• https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/assets/document/factbook/download/

• Factbook archive online
• https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/publications/
• Earliest FB online is for 2003 but contains data back to 1994

• Institutional Research webpage
• https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/

• IPEDS College Navigator
• https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/

https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/assets/document/factbook/download/
https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/publications/
https://www.keene.edu/office/ir/
https://nces.ed.gov/collegenavigator/
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