46th Annual Medieval and Renaissance Forum

The Body in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance

PROGRAM





FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 2026

Opening Ceremony

Session 1: Friday 9:30-10:50
Shakespeare

Moderator: Robert Kellerman, University of Maine at Augusta
Davood Khazaie, Independent Scholar
“The Anatomies of Power: Biopolitics and the Disposable Hero in Shakespeare’s Coriolanus and the Bahman–Faramarz Episode of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh”


Jessica McKenzie, Seton Hall University
“‘Alas, Poor Ophelia, I Knew Thee Well’: Gender, Madness, and the Body in Shakespeare’s Hamlet” 

Julie Shields, Independent Scholar
“Invisible Illness: Through the eyes of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet”  

Bodies in Medieval Britian

Moderator: Christian Gobel, Assumption University

Jonathan Davis-Secord, University of New Mexico
“Glossing Trans Bodies in Early Medieval England”

June-Ann Greeley, Sacred Heart University
“Sirens, Shape-Shifters, and Saints: The Female Body in Early Irish Literature”

Jennifer May, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
“Julian of Norwich: A World of Body and Blood”

Keri Nicole Woody, Winthrop University
“Unbound: Tracing Margery Kempe's Scars”

Session 2: Friday 11:05-12:25

Judaism and Islam

Moderator: Meriem Pagès, Keene State College

Dov Rabinowitz, Seton Hall University
“Tell Thy Story: The Jew as Other in Pericles”

Jessenia Rodriguez Suarez, University of Puerto Rico, Rio Piedras Campus
“Women’s Bodies in Nahmanides’ Thought”

Radman Rasti, Texas Tech University
“Agency and Affect: Qiyān, Performative Sincerity, and the Subversion of Class”

Medieval Monasticism

Moderator: Philip O’Mara, Bridgewater College

Paulette Barton, Independent Scholar
“‘Tempus fugit’: The Hours of a Benedictine Day”

Kate DeVane Brown, Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary
“Monastic Reform and the Emergence of Medieval German Literature”



KEYNOTE

Colby Gordon, 
Associate Professor in the Department of Literatures in English at Bryn Mawr College 
“Margaret Cavendish’s Trans Kabbalah”


SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 2026

Session 3: Saturday 9:00-10:20

Chaucer

Moderator: Rachael K. Warmington, Seton Hall University

Philip F. O’Mara, Bridgewater College
“Hard, Risky, and Worth It: A Dantean Ideal and a Chaucerian Responsee”

Brigid McGlone, Seton Hall University
“The Noble Monk and the Wealthy Friar: Structural Contradictions in Religious Orders as Examined by Chaucer’s General Prologue”

Exploring Medieval and Renaissance Art

Moderator:  Radman Rasti, Texas Tech University

Thomas Deignan, Seton Hall University
“The Illuminations of St. Hildegard of Bingen as Proto-Modern Art”

Meredith Vigan-Wilbur, University of South Florida
"Gilded Devotion: The Reliquary Shrine of Elizabeth of Hungary"

Igor V. Chernyavskiy, Independent Scholar
“Woman That Terrified Mark Twain and Titian – Many Layers of Facts and Mystery of “Venus of Urbino” – Untangling the Mystery”


Session 4: Saturday 10:35-11:55

Renaissance, Not Shakespeare
Moderator: Jessica McKenzie, Seton Hall University

Robert Kellerman, University of Maine at Augusta
“Bodily Appetites in Thomas Middleton's A Chaste Maid in Cheapside” 

Francis Edward Nicolas III, University of Maine
“‘Cursing the Time’: Queer Temporality and Reproduction in Richard Barnfield’s The Affectionate Shepheard”

Kendall Rander, Sweet Briar College
“You Are What You Eat: Maize, Cannibalism, and Communion in 16th Century Highland Guatemala”


Medieval Romance and its Discontents

Moderator: Mallory K. Warner, Seton Hall University

Carter Bryant, Seton Hall University
“‘I Tell the Truth Without Fail or Foul’: Dissecting Gender Dynamics and Masculinity in Marie de France’s “Lanval'”

Megan Laterra, Seton Hall University
“Reject Modernity, Embrace Tradition: How Lancelot’s Sins and Monastic Re-Birth Influenced Art and Politics in the Victorian Era”

Session 5: Saturday 1:30-2:50

Getting Medieval and Renaissance, a Student Session
Moderator: Angela Jane Weisl, Seton Hall University

Emma Cowhig, Seton Hall University
“A Romantic Revolt: The Courtly Power Struggle in Seventeenth Century Seduction Poetry”

Alexa Haidacher, Seton Hall University
“Approaching Classics with Caution in John Milton’s Paradise Lost”

Maxine Kunz, Seton Hall University
“Examining Maria's Significance: Complexity, Balance, and Will in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night”

Jacob Mudd, Seton Hall University
“Morality of Medieval Magic in Medicine”

Medieval Philosophy

Moderator: James Howard Buckingham, Independent Scholar

Kelsey Boor, Boston College
“Visions and Martyrs and Ecstasies, Oh My! Putting Medieval Women on Your Philosophy Syllabus Without It Getting Too Weird”

Christian Gobel, Assumption University
“Logic or Grammar? Anselm’s Use of the Infinite Pronoun "aliquid" in Proslogion 2”



Session 6: Saturday 3:00-4:20


Medievalism
Moderator: Carter Bryant, Seton Hall University

Rachael K. Warmington, Seton Hall University 
“Rethinking the Myth of Arthur: Expanding Voices in Arthurian Adaptations and Appropriations”

Mallory K. Warner, Seton Hall University
“Hell Is a Campus” Dark Academic Fantasy Novels and Their Use of Dante’s Inferno”

Angela Jane Weisl, Seton Hall University
“Terra Incognita Australis: Finding Medieval Antarctica”


Unlocking the Secrets of Beowulf
Moderator: Julie Shields, Independent Scholar

James Howard Buckingham, Independent Scholar
“The Hidden Hoard of Beowulf—To See the Unseen and To Unsee the Seen—Unlocking the Past with Three Keys: Spacing, Letter Runes & Echo Marks”
