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The Shape of Things fo Come

ast spring, the Cohen Center staff
met for a day-long retreat with its
advisory council to ponder the
shape of the Center’s program-
matic footprint in the life of Keene
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Forthcoming Events

March 26, 2009
Film Screening & Discussion
Award-winning filmmaker Abraham

Ravett, Putnam Lecture Hall, KSC, 7
p.m., Free & Open to the Public

Hildebrandt 25 years ago. He drew many
others into this sense of purpose, and now
we build on that legacy as we anticipate the
near future and long-term prospects of

our work.

April 1016 State College and the various communi- In the fall, we extended the scope
Defiance Film Screening ties we serve. We of our activities to part-
Putnam Lecture Hall, KSC, various considered our major ner with KSC’s Thorne-
times public events, our Sagendorph Art Gallery
student-oriented for an exhibition n honor
April 17-19 2009 programs, the re- of our 25th anniversary.
Student Trip to the US, sources we make In addition, we were sup-
Sl e | e available, and our ported by the College’s
general expressions of Theatre, Dance and Mu-
. educational outreach sic departments as they
April 20, 2009 to teachers and other presented an evening of
12th Annual Charles leaders in the area. music, dance, and thea-
Hildebrandt Holocaust Studies That conversation tre, Inspired by Kaddish.
Awards continues in our staff Center Director Hank Knight & ijth these partnerships occur-

meetings and in subse- Artist and Survivor Samuel Bak

quent meetings of our advisory council,
as well as with faculty colleagues on the
Holocaust Studies Council, which Paul
Vincent convenes and coordinates. We
invite all of you who receive this news-
letter to join in that process with us as
well.

ring in November, that meant
that the Cohen Center was engaged in five
major programs on campus during the fall
semester: the Memorial Holocaust Lecture,
the Genocide Awareness Lecture, Kristall-
nacht Remembrance, the Thorne-
Sagendorph exhibit with a complementary
symposium on the work of Samuel Bak, and
the campus production of Inspired By Kad-
dish. In addition, the Center, through the
efforts of Tom White (Educational Out-

Redfern Arts Center on Brickyard
Pond, KSC, 7 p.m. Free & Open to
the Public
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Center, as well as its library of books
and other media, are first class. The
New England Board of Higher Educa-
tion recognized our work last year with
the New Hampshire state merit award.
More importantly, those of us directly
engaged in the work of the Center
know the extensive network of commit-
ment and support we have established

reach) and Margaret Barney (Sr. Program
Support Assistant) provided some out-

standing workshops for teachers and our fall

Newsletter. We were very active.
Recently the staff took a day to
catch our breath and re-enter the conversa-
tion about the shape of our work and wit-
ness at the Center. We recognized that our
program calendar was heavily weighted

Remembrance toward the fall semester, with understand-

able reasons associated with New England
weather patterns. Still, we thought we could

and the role we play in pursuing the
active witness to post-Holocaust re-

H d
R sponsibility initiated by Chuck
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Continued on page 10

“To Remember...and to Teach”

Dr. Henry Knight, Director ~ Thomas White, Educational Outreach Coordinator ~ Margaret Barney, Sr. Program Support Assistant

603-358-2490 ~ www.keene.edu/cchs



setts) is teaching a course at her school called “Cambodia:
Culture and Conflict.” Lowell has the second largest
Southeast Asian population in the United States. This is
the first time a course about Cambodia has been offered at

Miriam Morgenstern, (Lowell High School, Lowell, Massachu- During November and December 2008, the students dis-

cussed issues ranging from perceptions of the Holo-
caust in both nations to global issues including the war
in Iraq.

the high school. Peter Majoy, (Nashua H.S. South, Nashua, New Hampshire)

Vicky Pittman, (The Colonial Theatre, Keene, New Hampshire)
coordinated a partnership between

Memorial Committee in Keene to

present a screening of Sweet Honey

in the Rock: Raise your Voice, a
documentary following the legen- \
dary a capella singing group and “
their work over the last 30 years. —
The screening, held on January 22, a
was followed by a panel discussion 4
on the topic of social justice and /
civil liberties. The panelists were:

fessor of Music at Keene State Col-

lege, Dr. Steve Chase, Director of

the Environmental Advocacy and

Organizing Program at Antioch University New England,
Dr. Dottie R. Morris, Interim Chief Officer for Diversity
and Multiculturalism at Keene State College and Dr.
Donald L. Shumway, President of Crotched Mountain.

continues his research into the phenomenon of local,
small town antisemitism and other poisonous attempts
at hate spread toward other groups. This

The Colonial Theatre and the Mar- fall, his sophomore students participated
tin Luther King/Jonathan Daniels \\\ “E”m in a sub-unit on the Holocaust which

featured the reading of Elie Wiesel's Night
as its centerpiece, along with Holocaust
survivor poetry. Included in the unit were
viewings of Weisel's walk through Ausch-
===} witz with Oprah Winfrey, the film, Paper
€I Clips, and Anne Frank: The Whole Story.
= The unit culminated with a visit from
Tom White. Students were to write a let-
ter to Elie Wiesel after reading Night and
viewing his return trip to Auschwitz with

letters that contained some of the most

moving material I have ever read students

compose.” Peter also referenced Kaddish
during this unit, utilizing the curriculum provided by
Jane Shapiro, adding, “This semester, I plan to give a
special place in the unit for Kaddish material/activities.”

Dr. Joseph Darby, Associate Pro- i!® Oprah. Peter writes, “The results were

Katarina Mlynarcikova, (Slovakia), is currently working on a

Livia Gardian’s(Slovakia) students have written a series of re-
sponses to their trip to Auschwitz, titled, “Impressions of
Auschwitz”. They can be found on the Cohen Center web
site, www.keene.edu/cchs.

Pat Moriarty (Minnechaug Regional H.S., Wilbraham, Massa-
chusetts) reports that blogging with German students has
been a great success. His students blogged with Rainer
Ecker's students of Droyssig, Germany, with the wonder-
ful assistance of another CCHS fellow Dan Donnellan.

classroom project to honor Nicholas Winton (The
Power of Good). Her students hope to contribute essays,
power point presentations and video projects to the
ongoing effort to bring awareness to Winton’s work.
We were able to put Katarina in touch with Peter A.
Rafaeli, Hon.Consul General of the Czech Republic/
Hon.gen konzul CR Philadelphia; Vice President of
American Friends of the Czech Republic;Director-
Friends of Slovakia who is offering to assist developing
the project further.

From the Center Qut

Springtime is upon us! Although we
were forced to be flexible with our original
winter schedule of events, I am pleased by the
ongoing work of the ever-growing circles of
friends who continue to spread the mission of
the Cohen Center. In this edition, you will
read about some exciting programs initiated
by CCHS Fellows who have helped many to
continually engage the ongoing challenges
that the Shoah present. Our efforts have
tapped into local and international resources
and have followed this year’s workshop theme

of “Interrupting Prejudice: Disrupting Ha-
tred.” As our circles grow out from the Center
we are witnessing an ever increasing reach to
our work. New ideas have been generated
that show great potential as we tap into tal-
ents both here on campus and in the greater
community. With the new Holocaust and
Genocide Studies Major, our talented group
of teachers, growing collaborations and new
supporters, there is much to celebrate!

~Tom White
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Heene State College Announces Major in Holocaust & Genocides Studies

Keene State College is pleased to announce a new critically about ethical responsibility, and respond to injus-
baccalaureate degree in Holocaust and Genocide Studies. tice.
The interdisciplinary undergraduate Holocaust and Geno- "These skills are at the heart of a liberal arts edu-
cide Studies major is currently accepting students for the cation," said Cohen Center Director Dr. Henry Knight. "In a
2009-10 academic year. world still tormented by mass murder, studying the Holo-

The Holocaust and Genocide Studies curriculum caust offers an analytical framework that can help us to
combines historical study with an interdisciplinary explora-  understand ongoing global genocide."
tion of both the Holocaust and other genocidal events. The Program graduates will be prepared to support
major incorporates film, literature, philosophy, psychology,  social studies and history curriculum development, and to
sociology, religious studies, women's studies, and other pursue careers in social and governmental service. The
offerings. With an understanding of such issues as preju- major also prepares students for graduate studies in history
dice, discrimination, and racism, students master the skills as well as Holocaust and genocide studies, and for other
needed to analyze contemporary political situations, think post-graduate work, such as law.

New Bak Works

The Cohen Center is the proud
owner of two new Sam Bak original works of
art. Visitors will want to examine the two
new additions to the Center: Blue Sky, 1991
and Samek-9, 1999. Blue Sky was purchased
as part of our agreement with the Pucker
Gallery in hosting the Bak exhibit at the
Thorne-Sagendorph this past fall. Samek- 9 is
a gift of the Pucker Gallery in honor of our
visiting scholars from the Bak symposium,
Gary Phillips and Danna Nolan Fewell.
Signed copies of their book, Representing the
Irreparable: The Shoah, the Bible, and the Art
of Samuel Bak are available at the Cohen Cen-

Samek-9, 1999, Brown Crayon Blue Sky, 1991 ter. Please contact Margaret Barney
Mixed Media on Paper (mbarney@ keene.edu or 603-358-2490) if
you wish to purchase a copy of this remark-
able book.

Images courtesy of Pucker Gallery, Boston, MA
www.puckergallery.com

CCHS Resources for Teachers

For a list of free presentations for the
classroom, visit www.keene. edu/cchs/
presentations.cfm.

O no, th
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Rita Abelson

Laura A. Adams

Eric Aho

Joan and Stanford Alexander
Rabbi Alan M. Alpert

Anonymous

Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield
Phyllis A. Barber

Valerie V. and David H. Barnes
Charles F. Bass

Carol M. Batchelder

Stephanie '62 and Joseph A. Baute
Christine M. '85 and Klaus J. Bayr
Jan S. and David Bean

Karen and Michael Bell

Cheryl L. '84 and Nicola Bencivenga
Benthien Associates

Carolyn and Randy Benthien
Bergeron Construction Company, Inc.
Mable and Edward Bergeron
Rosalyn and Bernard Berk

Ilene Lang and H. Neil Berkson
Carolyn D. and Ron Bernell

Alyse and Paul C. Bettinger

Paul D. Bieber

Kathi and Greg M. Borden
Meagan M. Blais

Truda Bloom and Robert Spiegelman
Sarah K. Bonneau

Marion C. '78 and Martin Borofsky
Donna and Stanley Borofsky
Wendy and Jeff Boxer

Stephen B. Bragdon

Anne D. Brandon

Sally and Robert Brisker

Elaine and Bernard L. Brody
Suzanne Bruce

J. Malcolm Waddell

Sally Bulger

Nancy E. '71 and Charles H. Butterfield
C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc.

Edda Cantor

Randall S. Carmel

David Caruso

Centro Properties

Pamela P. Cersosimo

Cheshire Health Foundation

Sue Chollet

Church & Main, Inc.

Tere and Robert Clarkson

Jackie M. and Paul D. Clote

Ruth and Arthur E. Cohen

Lynda F. and Barry S. Cohen
Susan and James R. Cohen

Norma R. and Lester Cohen

Janet L. and Richard B. Cohen
Bernard J. Collins

Colonial Theatre

Congregation Ahavas Achim
Cynthia Copeland

Kathleen B. and Kevin Cormier
Sam Cossever

Jane Crawford and Robert M. Fiore
Crotched Mountain Foundation
Celia and A. Ranger Curran

Irene Davis

James K. Day

Sharon J. Day

Thomas Delong

Theresa J. and Michael P. Desilets

Jennifer L. Desmarais '07

Paula M. Diamond-Bier

Jeffry Diefendorf

Louise Dierker '96

Linda A. Dixon

Judith and James B. Draper III
Andrea and Edward C. Dupont
Dupont Group, Ltd.

Thomas J. Durnford

Linda K. Eagle

Jay Eason

Eastside Marketplace

Mark G. Edelstein

Alfrieda]. '86 and Robert ]. Englund
Shayna R. Epstein '08

Cynthia R. and Thomas M. Ewing
Claire B. and John R. Fabian

Bernice R. Feld

Fenton Family Dealerships

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Nona P. and Lorne M. Fienberg
Bette G. and John D. Finnern
Catherine M. and Peter J. Fiore

Ellen and W. Burns Fisher

Foard Panel

Richard L. Foley

Mary A.'61 and Frederick]. '57 Fosher
Barry Fox

Sherrie L. and Robert L. Frachtman
Robert M. Friedlander

Marjorie L. and Joel S. Friedman
Alice and Gilbert L. Fuld

Alice J. and Mark M. Funk

Robert T. Gannett

Jamie S. Gardner and Jonathan L. Stern
Maich Gardner and Edward ]. Tomey
Carlie and Neal Garonzik

Margolia Gilson

Philip E. Ginsburg

Robert E. Golden

Deborah J. and Peter S. Goldman

Jo and Michael Golub

Daniel Goode

Jane Goodman

Ethel E. Gould

Robert A. Gould

Barbara A. Graham

Michele Grant-Epstein and Jonathan Epstein
Barbara L. and David ]. Green
Greenberg and Associates Architects
Marilyn and Lawrence E. Greenspan
Greenwald Realty Associates

Erika G. '74 and Mitchell H. '74 Greenwald
Leonard Grob

Susan Grodman

Kathleen R. and Mark Gross
Richard D. Grossman

Gruber Foundation

Jeanne B. and James Grubman
Ingrid and George Guerci

Beverly A. and R. Michael Haines
Joseph W. Halliday

Jeanna C. Hamblet '72

Brenda Hambleton

Patricia H. and William C. Hamlin
Evelyn Hammerman

Sally and John P. Hansel, Jr.

H. Roger Hansen

Kimberly T. Harkness '85

Tommy A. Harmon, Jr.

Donor Honor Roll, July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008

Tamara and Reuben Harris

David E. Harvey

Birgitte L. and Edgar T. Hastings

Nancy Hayden

Elizabeth C. Healy and John C. Calhoun IV

Linda Heimerdinger and William S. Faulkner

Claire J. and David |. Helfman

Ann M. and F. Daniel Henderson

John R. Hendrickson

Charles H. Henry

Susan J. Herman

Irene M. and Christopher Herold

Margaret and William Heyman

Judith M. Hildebrandt

Linda L. and John G. Hoeschler

Joanne D. Hof

The Hoffman Family Foundation

Lorna F. and Gerry A. Hoffman

Jean W. and John E. Hoffman, Jr.

Carrie L. and Stephen F. Hoffman

Jennifer Holan

Carolyn S. and Philip Hollman

Home Healthcare, Hospice, and Community
Service

Grace Horowitz Ittleman

Laura E. Horowitz

Houston Jewish Community Foundation

In the Company of Flowers

Information Security Services

Carolyn Isaak

Ruth F. and Carl B. Jacobs

Rena Jacques

Katie Jarvis

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

Bruce A. Johnson

James F. Johnston I1I '74

Carol S. and Kenneth Jue

Christine M. '97 and B. Michael Justice

Warren R. Kahler

Cheryl and Jay V. Kahn

Melany Kahn

Cecily Kahn-Kapp and David Kapp

Judy J. and Richard L. Kalich

Kapiloff Insurance Agency, Inc.

Charlotte R. Kapiloff

Tricia A. and Michael N. Kapiloff

Celine S. and Charles I. Kaplan

Deborah Katchko-Gray and F. Scott Gray

Nancy C. and Marcel F. Kates

Malcolm R. Katz

Gregory Kendall

Leslie Kenney

Mary Mattson Kenworthy

Megan Burke Kidder

H. Thayer Kingsbury

Susan T. Klein and Peter D. Russem

Pam and Hank Knight

Sandy and David M. Kochman

Sue-Ellan '75 and Louis N. '74 Kolivas

Catherine J.and James L. Koontz

Barbara V. and Paul C. Koutras

The Kraft Group

Cynthia and Gerald A. Kraines

Suzanne S. '97 and Paul Krautmann

Charlotte S. Krentzel

Annika Kristiansen

Marion and Herbert Kummel

Linda A. '73 and Thomas C.'73 Lacey

Claudia S. and David A. Ladensohn

Richard Lalli

* Denotes those individuals who have passed away since this contribution was made.
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Donor Honor Roll, July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008

Law Offices of Randall Carmel

Joan and Barry Lazarus

Amalia F. Lee

Jack G. Lee

Sheila and Elihu I. Leifer

Gerard Lenthall

Leonore Witt Interiors

Bernard ]. Lepine '72

Marcia M. and Gordon J. Leversee
Bruce LeVine Mellion '69

Frances and Stephan Lewy

Liberty Mutual

Jacob J. Lichman Memorial Trust

Ali Lichtenstein

Sally Lifschitz

Rochelle H. and Gary S. Lindner
Aaron A. Lipsky '68

Marcie S. and Franklin H. Littell
Hubert G. Locke

Marianne Lockwood and David Bury
Lois London '88

Ellen M. and Christopher W. Lovell
Evelyn Lovett and Jeffrey P. Shumlin
Nancy Lukens

Jeffrey L. and Judy L. Lyman

Eleanor S. Lyons '60

Anna K. Machado

Sandy and Malcolm W. Mackenzie
Kay M. '04H and John A. MacLean
MacMillin Company

Diana and Charlton MacVeagh, Jr.
Cynthia L. Mann and Thomas A. Falik
Ida Margolis

Marjorie A. Margolis

Mazal Michal and Daniel S. Mariaschin
Mary B. and William H. Markle
Marlboro College

Theresa Masiello

Masorti Travel Bureau

Michael Mattson

Peter Mattson

Sylvia M. and Craig F. McBeth

Letitia McKelvey

Kathryn Ann '94 and Dennis D. Mead
Kathleen M. '84 and William C.'02 Medvidofsky
William R. Menezes

Lois K. and Brian Merry

Charlotte L. Meyer

Mary D. '62 and Theodore H. Moe, Jr.
Karen Morse

Naomi R. and Martin Moss

Lauren and Richard Moye

Sarah J. Mustin and Craig Stockwell
My Two Sons Fund

Selma Naccach-Hoff and Paul W. Hoff
National Grange Mutual Insurance
Jean P. and Douglas A. Nelson

John Nestel

Emile C. Netzhammer III and Lee Faver
Beth and Michael F. Newbold

Susan B. and Jeffrey Newcomer
Nicola's Trattoria

Marilyn and Herbert W. North

Mara W. and James L.* Oakes
Maureen O'Brien

Lois ]. and Jerome D. Ogan

Julia O'Hare

Deborah A. and N. David O'Malley
Rebecca B. Osborne

John J. Ouellette '08

Margaret M. and Robert L. Palmer
Panjandrum Foundation
Rosemarie Patch

The Pechter Foundation

Peerless Insurance Company

Dr. and Mrs. Wade H. Penny III
Faith L. Pepe

Sandra R. and David B. Peters III
Victoria L. Peterson

Dorothy and Walter R. Peterson
James T. Pettapiece

Anne and Roy K. Piper

Jane A. and Leslie T. Pitts

Lauren and Bradley Poster
Gaynelle R. '99 and Charles C. Pratt
Amy L. Proctor

David R. Proper

Victoria and Russell W. Provost
Thomas G. Provost

The Pub Restaurant & Caterers
Judith H. and James A. Putnam
Barbara B. and Thomas P. Putnam
Stefan Racz

Erika M. Radich and Leonard E. Fleischer
Michael Rafferty

Lesley Rappaport

Real 2 Reel

Laura B. and Michael Redmond
Andy Reichsman

Hilda and Hershel M. Rich

Talu and Timothy N. '54 Robertson
Elizabeth K. Rome

Geri W. and James B. Roper
Elizabeth Rosenberg

Barbara and Jay Rosenfield

Walter Rosley

Margaret and Barry Rothaus
Sharon and James A. Rousmaniere, Jr.
Michael Rozen

Sarah N. Rubin

Ronald H. Ruffle

H. Martin Rumscheidt

Joan Russell and Chuck McElwain
Marianne D. and Andrew A. Russem
Jaclyn Russem

Margery and Jerome G. Russem
Julie A. Russem

Lois H. Ruttenberg

Andrea J. Salzburg '99

Lisa R. and Kenneth J. Samel

Bruce A. Samuels

Karen Satz and Joshua L. Segal
Karen Satz Fund for Tsedaka
Deborah M. Saxon

Suzan Schafer-Meiszner and Woody Meiszner
Mary T. Schelble

Kerry and Dennis Schneider
Sandra L. and Michael A. Schneider
Sidney Schoeffler

Mary Schofield

Peter Schofield

Sande and Barry Schulman

Helene and Irwin Schulman

Arian and Melvin Schuster
Leonore W. Schwartz

Molly Scotch

Daniel V. Scully

Jocelyn S. Selig

Jane and Gary M. Shapiro

Frima G. and Gilbert L. Shapiro
Carol P. and Robert Shapiro
Donald Shaw
Charlotte and Saul Sherter
Lila and Milton Shoshkes
Charlotte and Burton Siegal
Ruth Siegel
Richard Sileski
Nancy and Nathan L. Silverman
Florence and Melvin Silverstein
Lynn and Arthur Simington
Paula and Karl Singer
Helen D. Skeist
Catherine H. Skove
Sally and Art Solomon
Sonnax Industries
Marilyn and Bruce Soper
Trish D. and Noel Spear
Helen W. and Andrew E. Spector
Jill E. Spiro
Renee E. Spolane
Jane and David Stabler
David G. Stahl
Alison F. and Henry B. Stebbins
Marcia S. and Philip H. Steckler
Ann Dee L. and James Steidel
Randi Stein
Ruth A. Sterling '88
Sterling Design and Communications
Sydney L. and Jonathan Stern
Maureen A. Strapko '92
Kathleen and Eric Stumacher
Supreme Audio, Inc.

Ann F. and Carl R. Szot

Robert Taft

Stephanie A. '96 and John D.* Tent
Jon and Kathryn Thatcher

The Bay and Paul Foundations, Inc.
The Sharna and Irvin Frank Foundation
The Hartford

Tieger Realty Company, Inc.

Marc P. Tieger

Marilyn J. Tillinghast

Anna L. Tilton

Margaret and Joseph Toce

Susan B. and Gary W. Tochterman
Shirley Toomim

United Way of Windham County
Joanne Van Arsdell

Susan and Peter D. Vanoot

Nancy and C. Paul Vincent

Lauren von Krusenstiern

Phyllis Lee Walder '95

Janice U. Walker

Waltraud H. and Heinz K. Walter
Benjamin Warren

Robert L. Washington

Elsa and Barry Waxman

Christine H. and Albert H. Weeks
Lisa D. and James D. Weidenheimer
Elaine T. Weinberg

Lawrence A. Welkowitz

Walter Welkowitz

Susan and Thomas M. Weller
Jennifer ]. '87 and Thomas M. '95 White
Phyllis '60 and Michael ]. '59 White
Rachel E. White '00

M. Jae Whitelaw

David Wichland

Janet and A. Edward Wilen

* Denotes those individuals who have passed away since this contribution was made.
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Donor Honor Roll, July 1, 2007-June 30, 2008, cont

Don B. Wilmeth

Kathy T. and Donald V. Wilson
Frances M. and Richard Winneg
Susan and James C. Wirths III
Amy and Carl G. Wistreich
Frederick S. Wolff, Jr.

Ellen M. '00 and Ronald Wright
Daniella L. Yitzchak

Maxine and Jack Zarrow

Anna E. Zengel and Charles F. Post
Isadora Zlotowicz

Charles G. Zoulias '67

IN HONOR OF:

Ethan Bettinger's Bar Mitzvah

Ben Bornstein's high school graduation

Cohen Center for Holocaust Studies 25th

anniversary
The Cohen Family
In recognition of their birthdays, wedding anni-

versaries, leadership, outstanding work, and
other celebratory occasions

Eric Cutler's Bar Mitzvah

Shayna R. Epstein's graduation

Bernice Feld

Jeanne B. and James Grubman

Peter Hereld

Charles A. Hildebrandt*

Melany Kahn

Wolf Kahn's 80th birthday
Susan and Norman Kane

Pam and Hank Knight

Claudia S. and David A. Ladensohn
Claudia S. Ladensohn's birthday
Rachel Margolis-Gordon

Leo Neumann's first Yorseit
Mara Williams Oakes

Abraham Peck

Sharon Rousmaniere

Nancy and C. Paul Vincent
Glenda Warmoth's Bat Mitzvah
Theodore Zev Weiss

IN MEMORY OF:
Ruth Brody

Sarah Buchalter
Thomas Curran
Nathan L. Day
Theodore R. DeRoche
Norman Dinerstein
Lydia H. Frink

Anna Gross

Simon Grubman

HCS hospice patients

Richard M. Horowitz

members of the Jacobowitz family who perished
in the camps

Eileen K. Jordan

George W. Kahler

Karl H. Kochman

Al Mandell

John L. Newbold

James Oakes

Alice Panitz

Akulina Racz

Barbara Rumscheidt

Florence and Theodore Russem

Franziska Samuel

Barnett N. Samuels

May and Maurice Vanderlaan Kates

James H. White

The Cohen Center is grateful for the support of each of our Donors. If you would like to assist us in our mission, “To Remember...and to

Teach,” please use the enclosed gift envelope, or visit the Cohen Center website to make an on-line gift.

Hristalinacht Remembrance 2008

Sauvage,

Pierre Sauvage (R) speaks with
Father Samir Habibi

With the support of the Singer Family

Foundation, the New Hampshire Humanities Coun-
cil, The Class of 1939 Fund, Pepsi, and the KSC Inter-
national Speakers Grant, I was fortunate to fulfill a
long-imagined dream of tying the wartime rescue
work of the village of Le Chambon to the mission of
the Cohen Center. With the legacy of Jonathan
Daniels, native son of Keene and civil rights martyr,
Keene has come to see itself as a place nurturing a
sense of social justice and civic responsibility. Pierre

a Jewish child born during the Holocaust in

Le Chambon, a village in southern France, came to
Keene in November, as both the keynote speaker for

the Remembrance and to lead a teacher development
workshop, “The Challenge of Le Chambon,” the following day.
An estimated 350-400 people attended the Remem-

brance at the Colonial

Theater in downtown Keene, including

numerous community organizations and officials who also con-
tributed to the event. Pierre’s presentation greatly moved the au-
dience and touched upon the very issues the Remembrance fo-
cuses on: eternal vigilance and the importance of taking a stand
against bigotry and hatred.

Continued on page 9

(L-R) Bill Heyman, Vicki Pittman, CCHS Fel-
low, Pierre Sauvage & Alec Doyle
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Hope and Remembering: Honoring and Healing

It was last spring when I first spoke to
Tom White about extending the out-
reach of The Cohen Center for Holo-
caust Studies to the seacoast where I
live. I had known Tom for several
years and was well aware of the valu-
able work he and the CCHS do. We
met for lunch and did some brain-

storming about what would be most

Deb Barry, CCHS Fellow

effective for this area, settling on a
film and discussion series to begin early in the fall of 2008. I
had recently left the classroom to begin working with a new
non-profit organization I was forming , Awareness UNlimited,
through which I hope to reach out to schools, corporations,
and other communities to facilitate and produce awareness
and diversity programming. This collaboration with the CCHS
seemed a perfect fit. Portsmouth Community Radio also joined
us as a sponsor of the series, providing us the opportunity to

The films and presenters I was so privileged to work with in-
cluded: Angels of Austria: the Church That Reached Out to
Holocaust Survivors with Judith C. Faust, filmmaker; Secret
Courage: The Walter Suskind Story with filmmakers Tim and
Karen Morse; Telling Their Stories: NH Holocaust Survivors
Speak Out with Tom White, CCHS; Bonhoeffer with theologian
and scholar Dr. Martin Rumscheidt

Special thanks go to the congregation at Temple Is-
rael in Portsmouth, New Hamphire, for allowing us to hold our
events there each month. Their lovely facility and warm staff
(Al, the technical guru, was fabulous) provided a welcoming
space for our audiences and presenters. I enjoyed seeing many
familiar faces in the audience each month as well as many new
faces as the number of participants grew over the months.

There are too many stories and images to share here
about working on this project, but I do want to include a few
to help create a better sense of the remarkable nature of this
film/discussion series: An audience of twelve at the first

reach out to communities in the area through on-
air promotion and a special series of programs
centered on each of the five films and presenters
included in the Hope and Remembering: Honoring
and Healing series. None of us foresaw how re-
markable this series would turn out to be.
Between the time we began to work on
the idea of the film series and the first screening
in September 2008, I spent one of the most inspir-
ing, rewarding, and intense weeks of my life at the
CCHS Summer Institute for Educators and be-
came a Fellow of the Center. After this amazing

and goodness.

...a middle-aged man whose family
comes from Austria and Hungary
sitting in the audience emotionally
sharing with us his long-time search
for information about his family’s
roles in the Holocaust, suspecting
his grandfather had been a
perpetrator. Tears in many
eyes....smiles on many faces.

Questions about family, faith, evil

screening intensely and passionately engaged in
an intimate discussion about who has the right to
forgive. A 97 year old woman in the audience
talking about being a girl in Germany and clearly
remembering hearing Hitler’s name for the first
time, not knowing who he was, and her grand-
mother telling her, “...very bad for us Jewish peo-
ple.” A middle-aged man whose family comes
from Austria and Hungary sitting in the audience
emotionally sharing with us his long-time search
for information about his family’s roles in the
Holocaust, suspecting his grandfather had been a

week of hearing from and talking with many,
many unforgettable people —knowledgeable professors, en-
gaging speakers, courageous survivors and rescuers, and the
outstanding educators who were co-participants (some of
whom became special friends) — producing the film series
took on new meaning for me. I left the Summer Institute with
an indefinable connection to the time of the Holocaust and a
strong desire to continue to explore its meaning not only in a
historical context but also from the human perspective of our
time and times to come.

The films and presenters selected for our series were
quite varied but shared the themes of hope at the time of the
Holocaust and the future; remembering the time, the people,
the lives; honoring not only the dead but also those who sur-
vived and some who helped others survive; and healing from
very personal to very universal perspectives.

perpetrator. Tears in many eyes....smiles on many
faces. Questions about family, faith, evil and goodness. Mar-
tin Rumscheidt teary-eyed and choked up because he was so
moved by being able to share his thoughts at the temple. Tim
Morse talking about his perception that, “There’s a dearth of
role models in this country...We need good examples of good
and ethical behavior in really difficult times...When do you
stand up? When do you take action? When do you do the
right thing?” It was a congregation of people from many faiths
connecting with one another and the world.

I have no doubt that everyone involved with each of
our films and discussions took away something unique and
something shared. For me, there is a renewed and strength-
ened desire to continue my own explorations, and bring others
along with me. It has, indeed, been a time of hope, remember-
ing, honoring, and healing.
~Deb Barry, CCHS Fellow, Portsmouth, NH

Deb Barry is a Fellow of the Cohen Center for Holocaust Studies and Executive Director of Awareness UNlimited. Contact her at:

deb@awareness-unlimited or via www.awareness-unlimited.com
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1. Hank Knight, Prof. Donald Bloxham & KSC student, Lauren Dance; 2. Hank Knight, Sam Bak, Danna Nolan Fewell & Gary Phillips; 3
Donald Bloxham; 4. Rob Hamel, CCHS Fellow, student Sarah Tremblay & survivor Tom Weisshaus; 5: Audience at Portsmouth Film Festi-

val; 6. Sam Bak with Self Portrait, 1995; 7. Rep. Molly Kelly & Jan Cohen; 8. Rick Durck, Portsmouth Community Radio, Deb Barry, CCHS
Fellow & Martin Rumscheidt; 9. Paul Vincent, Pierre Sauvage & Hank Knight
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Parfisans Persecufed in Lithuania

In 2004, my cousins
hired a Lithuanian researcher to
explore the Margolis family re-
cords, and we learned for the
first time of our grandfather’s
three Lithuanian brothers and
their families, as well as an ex-
wife in Norway, who were all
shot by Einsatzgruppen, the SS
mobile killing squads. However,
this researcher also introduced
us to her hero and our cousin,
Dr. Rachel Margolis, a retired biology professor of the Uni-
versity of Vilna, a former partisan, and the only member of
our European family who sur-
vived the Holocaust.

I visited Rachel in
the summer of 2006 and re-
turned with the mission of
bringing her story to American
readers. Rachel's memoir is
already published in Russian,
Polish, and German, and its
English translation has just
been completed. Unexpect-
edly, the publication of Ra-
chel’s book has taken me on a
journey has turned out to be
the seminal project of my life.
It has linked me to the world
of Vilna, where my family once
flourished and then was massacred,
and it now links me to country where a new atmosphere of
anti-Semitism is stewing.

In 2007, the Lithuanian judicial system launched a
campaign to discredit Jewish Holocaust partisans as “war
criminals” by culling their memoirs to find “evidence” of
war crimes done to Lithuanian civilians by Soviet partisans.
Their harassment at first was aimed at Yitzak Arad (the
former director of Yad Vashem) and then spread to its per-
secution of three other elderly survivors, including my
cousin. These partisans were of Jewish, Russian, and

Marjorie Margolis,
CCHS Fellow

ristallnacht...(cont from po. 6]

Rachel Margolis (L) & Marjorie Margolis(R)

Lithuanian heritage, but Lithuania is only charging the
Jews as war criminals. In September 2007, charges against
Arad were dropped but no word was issued about my
cousin Rachel Margolis nor the other Lithuanian partisan,
Fania Brantsovsky, who is the librarian at the Yiddish Insti-
tute in Vilnius. They are living their final days under a
cloud of suspicion rather than lauded for their heroism (as
Rachel had been in a formal ceremony hosted by the
Lithuanian Prime Minister in 2005).

Since the end of January 2008, there have been several edi-
torials in Vilna's newspaper calling for the arrest of “Jewish
terrorists” and on March uth there was a police-escorted
Nazi march in Vilna with crowds chanting, “Kill that little
Jew.” (Translated copy of these Lithuanian editorials as well
as video-streamed news are
available.) On May 5, two
armed men in dark suits came
to the address where Rachel is
registered in Vilnius as a resi-
dent each summer, asking to
interview her. Fortunately,

== Rachel was in Israel. She has
been advised not to return to
Lithuania. On Tish B’av, three
Jewish Community Centers
were vandalized with anti-
Semitic graffiti, one of them
containing blood. There are
fewer than 4,000 Jews left in
Lithuania and they fear for
their safety.

On August 1, 2008, three
members of the Congress of the United States, Paul Hodes,
Robert Wexler (chairman of the subcommittee on Europe)
and Howard Berman (Chairman of the House Committee
on Foreign Affairs), issued an appeal to the prime minister
of Lithuania concerning the persecution of Holocaust sur-
vivors who joined the anti-Nazi partisan resistance to sur-
vive. The letter is fully accessible at
http://www.genshoah.org/CongressForL]Co80108.pdf

To date, there has been no response to this letter.

My thanks go out to Cheshire TV, Keene’s local cable channel which aired Sauvage’s film Weapons of the Spirit, the Keene Sen-
tinel which created a brief video about this year’s Remembrance (viewable on-line at http://www.keenesentinel. com/mediabin/videos/
videopages/Kristallnacht.html ) and the staff of the Colonial Theatre, especially CCHS Fellow Vicky Pittman, my co-chair of this year’s
Remembrance. Thanks also go to CCHS Fellow Michele Thomas, whose students from Wilton-Lyndeborough High School created a

striking display about the history of Kristallnacht for the event.

Finally, I am indebted to the work of Congressman Paul Hodes and his colleagues Henry Waxman and Robert Wexler who
passed a Congressional resolution recognizing the 70™ anniversary of the Kristallnacht pogrom. (see: www. keene.edu/cchs/
kristallnacht.cfm) His efforts on behalf of CCHS and JFR Fellow Marjorie Margolis in support of Rachel Margolis from Lithuania embody

the Center’s founding charge, “To Remember...and to Teach.”

~Tom White
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find better balance by fine-tuning our current offerings and
enriching our work with some new ones.

Consequently, we are projecting a programmatic year
with two major events in the fall and two in the spring semes-
ter, followed by a significant, yet focused, summer opportu-
nity. Accompanying our major events, we continue to plan
new workshops for teachers and other educators; we will offer
occasional events designed to highlight the work of KSC fac-
ulty, Cohen Center Fellows, and area survivors; and will con-
tinue to offer dialogue opportunities for persons interested in
sustained engagement with timely topics. More specifically, we
plan to move the Genocide Awareness Lecture to March ena-
bling us to emphasize the Holocaust Memorial Lecture in Sep-
tember and the Kristallnacht Remembrance in November. We
intend to hold the next Genocide Awareness Lecture in March
2010, during the week following spring break, complemented
by an annual recognition dinner for the Center, to be held on
the same evening we host the Hildebrandt Awards, in mid-
April. When appropriate, as it will be this year, we will con-
tinue to honor Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom HaShoah)
on this occasion. To set aside this activity with dignity, we
anticipate a ritualized transition from one setting to the other
— for example, a silent procession from the dinner to the loca-
tion of a more formal program. The annual student trip to
Washington in the spring is always much-anticipated, and
will remain an integral part of the Center’s offerings to KSC
students.

Along with other occasional events that arise, our goal is to
offer energizing programming for our communities in a balanced way
throughout the year. In addition, we will be exploring ways our elec-
tronic presence can grow richer and our collections more actively
utilized by our various constituents. And this is only the Center’s side
of things.

During the last year, Paul Vincent, Coordinator of our aca-
demic program in Holocaust Studies, has led a focused effort to grow
our current minor in Holocaust Studies to a major in Holocaust and
Genocide Studies. The key decision-makers in the University System
of New Hampshire have enthusiastically taken each of the steps in
that process. We are excited, therefore, to announce that our new
undergraduate major was formally approved by the Board last month.
When that decision is added to the College’s commitment to hire a
new position in Holocaust and Genocide Studies, it becomes even
clearer how much the College and community of Keene have em-
braced our mandate To Remember...and to Teach. This coming year
the College will welcome a visiting scholar in Holocaust and Genocide
Studies, and the following year, after undertaking a major search, we
will welcome the College’s first endowed chair holder to our faculty as
the Cohen Chair in Holocaust and Genocide Studies.

As you can see, we have many reasons to be excited about
the shape of our work and the good things that are coming our way.
Thank you for being a vital member of our expanding circle of friends.

~Hank Knight




