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ORDINARY CITIZENS,  
EXTRAORDINARY  
LEADERS: 
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2024 GENOCIDE AWARENESS LECTURE 
Wednesday, April 3 | 5:30 p.m.

Mabel Brown Room, L.P. Young Student Center and via livestream

Institutional Welcome
Dr. Melinda Treadwell '90 
President, Keene State College 

Introductory Remarks 
Dr. Kate DeConinck 
Director, Cohen Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies 

Lecture  
"Ordinary Citizens, Extraordinary Leaders: Creating Change  
Through Activism and Volunteerism" 
Featuring guest speaker Loung Ung 

Questions & Discussion  

TONIGHT’S PROGRAM

Jessica Bigaj

Jan Cohen

Dr. Kate DeConinck

Sylvia McBeth

Susan Newcomer

Dr. Celia Rabinowitz

Marilyn Shriver

Daniella Yitzchak

CCHGS 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 

We offer our sincere gratitude to the following individuals who  
are committed to the future of the Cohen Center for Holocaust  
& Genocide Studies and celebrating our milestone anniversary: 



LOUNG UNG was only five years 
old when the Khmer Rouge soldiers 
stormed into her native city of Phnom 
Penh. Four years later, in one of the 
bloodiest episodes of the 20th century, 
some two million Cambodians—
including both of Loung's parents,  
two sisters, and 20 other relatives— 
had been killed. 

Ung went on to become a bestselling author and an activist who has 
devoted herself to helping her native land heal from the traumas of 
war. She has worked as an activist to end violence against women, 
child soldiers, and more. Loung’s bestselling memoir, First They 
Killed My Father: A Daughter of Cambodia Remembers, was a 2001 
recipient of the Asian/Pacific American Librarians’ Association Award 
for Excellence in Adult Non-fiction Literature, and it is widely taught  
in high schools and universities across the U.S. and internationally.  

She is also the co-screenplay writer of the critically acclaimed 2017 
Netflix original movie based off her memoir that was produced and 
directed by Angelina Jolie. Selected as one of the “100 Global Youth 
Leaders of Tomorrow” by the World Economic Forum, Loung Ung 
has also been featured in numerous publications, television shows, 
and radio shows.  

ABOUT TONIGHT’S 
FEATURED SPEAKER



THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Financial gifts from the following persons and organizations have
made tonight’s program possible—and will help the Cohen Center
launch new initiatives in the coming years. We are grateful to all
who believe in our mission and support this critical work.

H. Neil Berkson and Ilene H. Lang,  
 in honor of Dr. Paul Vincent

Norma Cohen,  
 in memory of Lester Cohen

Peter and Bridget Hansel  

Carl and Ruth Jacobs  

Jay and Cheryl Kahn  

Keene Endowment Association

Bob King and Annie Faulkner   

Claudia and David Ladensohn,  
 in honor of the entire  
 Cohen Family

Jack Lee  

Debra Maltz and Anthony Athens  

Sylvia and Craig McBeth,  
 in honor of Jan Cohen

Owen Pell,  
 in honor of Jan and Rick Cohen

Savings Bank of Walpole

Joe and Peggy Toce  

Charles ’67 and Christine Zoulias  

Ken Burns  

Perry Cohen,  
 in honor of Jan Cohen

Rick and Jan Cohen

Kapiloff Insurance Agency, Inc.  

AMBASSADORS

SUPPORTERS 
 



John and Alice Bernet  

Dr. Paul and Alyse Bettinger  

Debbie and Dwight Bowie  

Stephen B. Bragdon and  
 Cheryl A. Belair  

Barbara Green  

Sally and Parker Hansel  

Emily Hildebrandt 

Laura E. Horowitz, 
 in memory of Richard Horowitz

Carol Swenson Jue, 
 in memory of Tibor (Ted) Farkas

Charles and Amanda Kane  

Robin and Leslie Kenney  

Megan Burke Kidder  

David and Sandy Kochman  

Jane and Steve Larmon  

Judy and Jeff Lyman  

Sarah J. Mustin and Craig Stockwell  

Jeffrey and Susan Newcomer  

Mata Williams Oakes  

Gaynelle Pratt  

Celia Rabinowitz  

Sharon Rousmaniere  

John & Susan Scheinman  

Nancy and Paul Vincent, 
 in memory of Chuck Hildebrandt

FRIENDS

SPONSORS

Christina and Mark Baer  

Phyllis Barber  

Deborah Beaudoin  

Allison Bedell  

Lynn and Ken Bergman  

Elaine and Paul Bieber, 
 in memory of Al Hastings

Karen Blanchard 

Andrew Bohannon and  
 Misty Martinez-Bohannon  

Leah Bratton  

Robert and Tere Clarkson  

Shirley Cossever  

Cynthia & Harvey Creem, 
 in honor of Susan Goldsmith

Joe Cunningham  

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson and  
 Dr. Clifford Lopate  

Robert and Alfrieda Englund  

Susan S. Farrell  

Lorne and Nona Fienberg  

Len Fleischer and Erika Radich  

Vincent X. Ford  

Kevin and Susan Frewert  

Maich Gardner and Ed Tomey  

Rosemary Gianno  

Jane Goldsmith, 
 in memory of Richard Horowitz

Susan Grodman  



Amanda Guthorn, 
 in memory of Lina, Ludwig, and Julie

Walter and Nancy Harrington  

S. Herman, 
 in honor of Dr. Susan J. Herman

David Hill  

Dr. and Mrs. Stephen Hoffman  

Linda Houck  

Megan Hughes  

Kathleen Hunter  

Raymond and Dorothy Jobin  

Connie Joyce  

Selena Katz  

Pamela and Randy Katzman, 
 in honor of Steven Katzman

Alice and  Mike Lambert, 
 in memory of Nathan Kirchheimer

Ally Lary-Oaks, 
 in memory of Grandma Acerno

Kimberly and Norm Levy  

Melissa L. Magaletta  

Sandra McPherson  

Brian and Lois K. Merry  

Maxine Mosley  

Kalie Moynihan  

Susan Neuman, 
 in honor of The Fines

Beth O’Connell  

Jane and Les Pitts, 
 in memory of Dorothy Gale ’28

Amy Proctor ’13, 
 in memory of Lee Kahn

Jon and Kelly Roe  

Margery Russem, 
 in honor of of Norma Cohen

Lisa and Ken Samel  

Leo and Pearl Sandy, 
 in honor of Scott Meyer

Rich Seldow  

Gary and Jane Shapiro  

Scott and Hether Shulman, 
 in memory of Louis Shulman, 
 Holocaust Survivor

Lynn and Arthur Simington  

Randi A. Stein, 
 in memory of my parents

Matthew Stieglitz  

Cary J. and Rebecca A. Stratford  

Bill and Marilyn Sullivan  

Jane F. Taylor  

Peggy Tiffany  

Bob Tortolani  

Priscilla J. Underwood  

Janice Walker  

Dave and Cindy Westover  

Ronald Yantiss

Sponsors as of March 15, 2024

SPONSORS (CONTINUED)



Many individuals have contributed their talents and time to the 
logistical planning and implementation of this event. the Cohen 
Center Team—Dr. Kate DeConinck, Michele Kuiawa, Tom White,  
and Dr. Catherine Winters-Michaud—wish to express special 
gratitude to the following partners on campus:

WITH GRATITUDE

Katie Arsenault 

John Bates

Jessica Bigaj 

Christopher Buckley

Chad Cassin

Bonnie Chamberlin 

Russell Cobb

Julio Del Sesto and  
his livestreaming team

Jessica Gagne Cloutier

Misty Kennedy

Paul Miller 

Trinity Nay

Celia Rabinowitz

Marilyn Shriver 

Robyn Stello 

Pat Wright 

Will Wrobel

Nina Zienkiewicz

The Cohen Center was also pleased to partner with Keene Public 
Library and Covenant Living of Keene/the Monadnock Interfaith 
Project, each of which hosted community book groups and film 
screenings leading up to tonight’s lecture. 

If your own book group would like to partner with the Cohen Center 
for future events, please email cohencenter@keene.edu to get in 
touch with our team. 

Finally, our gratitude to Bodie Barton and Eleanor Briggs, featured 
speakers at earlier events in our spring series on Cambodia.

mailto:cohencenter%40keene.edu?subject=


The Cohen Center is accepting sponsorships for its 40th anniversary 
through June 2024. Your gift will support this year’s lecture series 
as well as the launch of new initiatives such as student internship 
opportunities, study tours, and more. To learn more, please 

visit giving.keene.edu/cchgs-40th. 

Cohen Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies
229 Main Street, Keene, NH 03435

www.keene.edu/cchgs

https://giving.keene.edu/cchgs-40th
https://giving.keene.edu/cchgs-40th
http://www.keene.edu/cchgs

