Plagiarism Awareness Challenge

1.   Which of the following best defines plagiarism?

a. Paraphrasing or quoting someone else’s work and using it in your own writing.

b. Stealing or “temporarily borrowing” the ideas or writings of another person and passing them off as your own work.

c. A tiny single celled organism that lived during the early Precambrian era.

2.   All students who are caught plagiarizing will be reported to the Dean, and punishment  

       for plagiarizing can include receiving an F for the class, but repeated offenses can 

       result in as severe a sanction as expulsion from Keene State College.

True

False

3.   So, what’s the point?  Why do we even use other sources in our papers, and why is 

      documenting those sources so important?

a. Sources by other authors are used in academic writing to give supporting evidence to the point(s) you are trying to make.

b. Using credible sources by other authors makes your own work more viable in the academic world and beyond.

c. Documenting sources by other authors keeps you academically honest!  It protects the work done by your fellow scholars while at the same time recognizing that you’ve gone out of your way to support your argument.

d. All of the above.


Say you’re doing a paper on ocean storms and, to mix things up a little bit, you’ve decided to use information from Sebastian Junger’s The Perfect Storm.  In 1997, this   book was published by HarperCollins Publishers in New York City.  The following passage can be found on page 123:

So far the weather had been overcast but calm, light winds out of the northwest and a little bit of sea.  Before the Portland Gale of 1898, one captain reported that it was “the greasiest evening you ever saw,” and a few hours later 450 people were dead.  It’s not quite that calm, but almost.  The wind hovers around ten knots and a six-foot swell rolls lazily under the boat.  The Andrea Gail passes just north of Albert Johnston during the night, and by dawn they’ve almost made the western edge of the Banks, around 52 degrees west.  They’re halfway home.  Dawn creeps in with a few shreds of salmon-pink sky, and the wind starts to inch to the southeast.  That’s called a backing wind; it goes counterclockwise around the compass and usually means bad weather is coming.  A backing wind is an ill wind; it’s the first distant touch of a low-pressure system going into its cyclonic spin.

In your paper how would you incorporate Junger’s information on backing winds to support your argument while, at the same time, avoiding plagiarism?  Test your knowledge by answering the following questions based on the M.L.A. style of documentation (the one most popular with Keene State College professors):

4.   Which of the following is correctly paraphrased?

a. Junger says that a backing wind is a wind that goes counterclockwise around the compass and usually means bad weather is coming (123).

b. A wind that begins to move counterclockwise is a backing wind, and is often the first sign that a storm is on its way (Junger 123).

c. 
 Junger says that: “a backing wind…goes counterclockwise around the compass and usually means bad weather is coming” (123). 

5.   Which of the following is a correct example of a direct quotation?

a. Sebastian Junger says that when the wind starts to inch to the southeast, that’s called a backing wind; it goes counterclockwise around the compass and usually means bad weather is coming.

b. Junger explains that a wind that begins to move in a counterclockwise direction is a backing wind, and if often the first sign that a storm is on its way.

c. “A backing wind…goes counterclockwise around the compass and usually means bad weather is coming” (Junger 123).

6.   How would the above passage best be displayed on your Works Cited page?

a.  Junger, Sebastian.  The Perfect Storm.  New York:  HarperCollins

     Publishers, 1997.

b.  The Perfect Storm by Sebastian Junger.  Copyright 1997 by HarperCollins Publishers.

c.  Sebastian Junger.  “The Perfect Storm,”  HarperCollins: 1997, page 123.   

7.   At which of the following places on campus can information be found regarding 

       correct documentation?

a.  
The Keene State College Library

b.  
The Writing Center in Elliot Hall

c.  
The Keene State College Bookstore

d. 
 The Rhodes Computer lab where Diana Hacker’s book A Writer’s Reference is available on desktop

e. 
 All of the above

8.   Which of the following books are a good reference(s) for finding out about 

       documentation styles and how to use them correctly in your writing?

a.  The Keene State College Guide to Writing by Phyllis Benay and Jan Youga

b.  The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers by Joseph Gibald

c.  A Writer’s Reference by Diana Hacker

d.  All of the above 







