Choose a Documentation Style

Just as there are a variety of disciplines, so too are there a variety of ways of documenting information which explain how to record in-text citations and bibliographies.  There is nothing mysterious about this process and nothing needs memorizing because you should own a comprehensive handbook that deals with many of these styles.

Most of the time, your instructor will tell you which editorial style to follow when documenting your work, but eventually you will become familiar with one or more of the following formats:

MLA Style (Modern Language Association): Typically used in humanities courses.

APA Style (American Psychological Association): Typically used in the social sciences. 

The Chicago Manual Style: Frequently used in history, business and industry.

CBE Style (Council of Biology Editors): Frequently used in the natural and physical sciences.

ASA (American Sociological Association): Used primarily for sociology and anthropology.

Sometimes instructors are not concerned with which style you choose as long as you use the same one throughout the paper.  One absolute rule of academic documentation is consistency; you may not mix and match styles, and you absolutely can not create your own amalgam!

Examples of In-Text Documentation Styles

Without signal phrase:




With signal phrases (a phrase that identifies








or introduces the material before the quotation








actually begins), the citation varies slightly:


MLA






MLA

"Every developmental stage, I said, is an evolutionary
According to Robert Kegan, "Every developmental

truce” (Kegan 108).




stage.” (108).

APA






APA

"Every developmental stage, I said, is an evolutionary
According to Robert Kegan (1982), "Every develop-

truce" (Kegan, 1982, p.108).



mental stage. . ."(p.108).

Chicago






Chicago

"Every developmental stage, I said, is an evoluntionary
According to Robert Kegan, "Every developmental

truce.”1 (You may use either an endnote page at the end
stage…”1
of the paper or a footnote at the bottom of the page.)

CBE






CBE

"Every developmental stage, I said, is an evoluntionary
According to Robert Kegan1 "Every developmental

truce.”1 OR "Every developmental stage, I said, is an

stage...”

evolutionary truce" (Kegan, 1982).


