Keene State College
2009 Graduating Student Survey
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Introduction

As students look towards graduating, they reminisce about their college days and make plans for the
future. Itis an ideal time to ask them how their college experiences contributed to their development
and prepared them for their pegtaduation plas. The Graduating Student Survey provides students
an opportunity to evaluate Keene State Coll egesbd
and intellectual growth and development.

This year all seniors were asked to participate in thadwal Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE).
NSSE is a tool used to assists colleges and universities in using student engagement data to support
institutional improvement and accountability efforfts.an effort to increase participation in the NSSE

an abbeviated version of the graduating student survey was administered this year as an additional
incentive.

Survey Administration

The Office of Student Affairs hosts a Commencement Fair each spring for graduating students. The
Fair brings together represtatives from all of the services that students may need to work with to
complete their graduation preparations. Students must complete flireeddommencement
Participation Form and Survey prior to being admitted to the Commencement Fair.

In Spring 200, 883students completed the Graduating Student Survey prior to attenldéng t
commencement ceremonieshése studentwere awarde®5Associates' degree877bachelors'
degreesan@Ma st er s’ degrees. This reporcipientsi | I f ocus

Student Characteristics

Fifty-fourper cent of the bachel or 0Bivepgescgnt weee newhited €heit s we
median agavas22years and their average cumulative grade point averagewaskFifty-Six percent

of graduates@ New Hampshire residentsSeventySix percent originally entered Keene State College

as firsttime, firstyear freshmen an@4% were firstgeneration students. A summary of student
characteristics is presented in Table 1.

Table 1: Graduating StudentCharacteristics

Category Count Percent
Gender Women 475 54%
Men 364 43%
Race Non-White 44 5%
White 794 95%
Residency In State 466 56%
Out of State 373 44%
Admissions First Time, FirstYear 637 76%
o Transfer 189 23%
Readmits 12 1%
First Generation Students 285 34%

Median Age =22
Average Cumulative GPA 3.16
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Students participating in the commencement ceremonies were recognized for their achiever@@hts in

Degrees Awarded

single progran areas an®8in dual program areas (Tab?. The majorityof the dual degree@5)

were in Education.

Table 2: Degrees by Program Area

Single Degrees Count | Dual Degrees Count
Applied Computer 10 | Biology and Chemigy 1
American Studies 1 | Chemstry/ Physics and Chemistry 1
Architecture 28 | Educationand Economics 1
Art 22 | Education and American Studies 2
Biology 12 | Education and English 3
Chemistry 1 | Education and Geography 1
Communications 37 | Education and Histry 2
Economics 15 | Education and Mathematics 1
English 36 | Education and Music 2
Environmental Studies 12 | Education and Psychology 5
Education 69 | Education and Social Science 1
Film 31 | Education and Sociology 2
French 3 | Education and Spanish 3
Geograghy 21 | Education and TAD 2
Geology 3 | French and English 1
General Science 1 | Management and Applied Computer Scien: 1
History 27 | Management and Architecture 1
Health Science 42 | Management and Art 1
Individualized Major 17 | Music and Music Ed 1
Journaism 22 | Safety Studies and Communication 1
Mathematics 12 | Safety Studies and Management 1
Mathematics/ Physics 5 | Social Science and English 1
Management 78 | Sociology and English 1
Music 18 | Sociology and Psychology 1
Physical Education 6 | TAD and Psychalgy 1
Psychology 95

Safety Studies 73

Sociology 46

Social Science 13

Spanish 5

Theatre and Dance 10

Technology Studies 8




Students6é6 EvaJasomalibrayn of t he

Eighty-one percent of pduating students agreed or strongly agrded Mason Library contributed to
theiracademic succesd Keene Sta College. The hours that students reported spending time
studying or preparing for classes in the Mason Library are reported in Figure one.

Figure 1. Hours spent studyingor preparing for classes in the Mason Library.
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Service Learning and Community Service

Sixty-two percent 46) of the graduating students reported that they had taken at least one course that
incorporated a service learning compontarty-two percent dthese students took two or more

service learning courses. Their evaluations of these experiences are presented i2.FiEjghey-five

percent of studentwould encourage other students to take service learning cqB6éselt thatthe

service learing aspects of the courses taken have helped them see how the subject matter learned can
be used in everyday life

Table 3: Number of Service Leamning Courses taken by Graduating Students

Courses Percent
0 38%
1 20%
2 18%
3 9% 42%
4 7%
5or more 8%

Note: The total number of students who had taken a course with a
Service Learning Componentas 54.

Graduating students were also asked whether they had volunteered their time to engage in a
community service project sponsored by a Keene State Collefeoc organization dring their time at

KSC - 39% (347 responded that they hadrorty percent of students reported they had participated in
community service activities in the past year. The hours that these students reported spending in their
voluntaryservice are summarized in Takle

Table 4: Hours Students Spentin KSC sponsored community Service Activities
during the past year.

Service Hours Percent

0 hours 4%

1to 10 20%

11to 20 7%
21to 30 4% 40%

31to 40 2%

40 or more 5%

Never volunteezd 56%

Note: The total number of students who volunteered for a campus sponsored
community service project was 347



Figure 2: Student Agreement with Academic Service Leaming Outcomes

my community service experiences have made me feel more comfortable
collaborating with others for a common goal

my community service experiences have increased my self awareness

the service aspects of the courses | have taken have showed me how | can
become more involved in my community

the idea of combining course work with service learning should be practiced
more in more courses at KSC

As a result of my service learning experience | would encourage other
students to take courses that offer service learning

the service learning aspects of the courses | have taken have helped me to
see how the subject matter | learned can be used in everyday life
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Plans Following Graduation

Students were asked about their imnegd plans following graduation. More than half of the graduating
students were planning to work in their field while another 52% indicated that they would be seeking a
position in their field of study. Students were asked to choose all statements ptiatlap their future plans

so many students are counted in multiple gatées as summarized in FigureRr those students that

indicated they would be working in thdield after graduation Figureghows the geographic location they

will be working in. Figure 5presents the area of study for those students indicating that they will be entering
graduate school upon graduation.

Figure 3:Immediate plans following graduation
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Figure 4: Geographic Location of Students Working in their Field

Figure 5: Area of Study for Students Entering Graduate School



