Faculty Development Grant Awards: 2010-2011
Awards to Faculty in Arts & Humanities

Faculty Name:
Heather Gilligan, with the support of Jim Chesebrough
Project Title:
The Keene State College New Music Project
Project Abstract:


As a music professor whose specialty is theory and composition, I feel a personal responsibility in contributing new works to the repertoire of contemporary music.  In addition, it is my hope that we may carve a niche in the area of music composition at Keene State College.  This grant proposal seeks to facilitate both goals, by providing start-up funds for an annual Call for Scores and for a yearly Summer Composers’ Institute, which will help to recognize Keene State College among our friends and competitors and which will perpetuate the critical charge of creating new compositions.  The recognition that The Keene State College New Music Project gains across the state and the larger New England region could concurrently help with recruitment, strengthen the quality of our music program, and create new works in the process.

 ***********************************************************************************************************************
Faculty Name:
Craig Sylvern
Project Title:
Performing with the New Sousa Band on their China Tour
Project Abstract:


Saxophone study and performance is one of the primary areas of my scholarship.  Continued performance is crucial to any professional performer and applied instructor. I learn something each time I perform and apply the knowledge I gain to subsequent performances as well as to my applied teaching. As a professional, it is a rare opportunity to receive an invitation to perform with world-class musicians. I have been fortunate to have received such an invitation from Keith Brion, one of world’s foremost experts on the music of John Philip Sousa, and conductor of The New Sousa Band. He has invited me to perform with the New Sousa Band in December on a tour of China.  During the tour I will be keeping a journal of my experiences and of the audience reactions to the concerts. I have contacted the editor of Quarter Notes, the New Hampshire Music Educators [NHMEA] quarterly publication, and he has agreed to publish my journal.
************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
José Manuel Lezcano

Project Title:
Perform as guitarist and composer at music festivals in Quito, Ecuador & Barcelona, Spain
Project Abstract:


I have been invited as a concert guitarist and composer, to perform solo concerts, collaborative chamber music, premiere original compositions, and teach master classes, at two international festivals:

1. The Luciano Carrera Chamber Orchestra has invited me to perform as guitarist at the IV International Convention of Flutists in the Center of the World, to take place in Quito, Ecuador June 4 through 12 of 2011. Although primarily an international flute festival, players of other instruments (for example, piano, harp, bassoon, and guitar) are invited to collaborate with the flutists in chamber music and concerti. I have been asked to perform a 20 minute chamber music program which will be with my colleagues from the Rochester Folk Art Guild (Matthew Shubin, bassoon, and Paul Schliffer, flute).

At the festival, I am also scheduled to play the South American premiere of my second Guitar Concerto, “Concierto Cubanero,” for solo guitar and chamber orchestra, on Wednesday evening, June 8. This would also be the second performance as I am scheduled to offer the world premiere of this newest work in New York City on May 22, with the North-South Consonance Orchestra and conductor Max Lifchitz, who suggested its composition.
2. The Seventh Barcelona Festival of Song and its director, Patricia Caicedo, has invited me to participate as guest artist and teacher, from June 29 to July 9, 2011. I would be coaching singers in Cuban and Spanish repertoire, and performing a solo and collaborative recital.
************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Robert Kostick
Project Title:
From Gutenberg to Gropius: The History of Graphic Design in Germany
Project Abstract:


During my sabbatical leave (Spring 2011), I will travel to Germany to gain knowledge of German visual culture and German graphic design. By immersing myself in the birthplace of such subjects as the printing of the original Gutenberg 42-line Bible (1455 in Mainz) and the development of the Bauhaus School of Art and Design in Dessau (1919–1939), I expect to further enhance my academic career as a professor/scholar of visual art and graphic design. I plan to infuse my teaching of such historical subjects such as Johannes Gutenberg (the inventor of movable type for printing), Walter Gropius (founder of the Bauhaus), and Ludwig Hohlwein (German poster designer) with field and visual research, personal observations, slideshows, and videos. As a result of this research, my design classes (particularly ART 351 History of Graphic Design) will be better informed and taught with a deeper understanding and appreciation of this history. At the same time I will use this investigation to design a short-term study away program. The following year I plan to return to Germany with students so that they will also have the chance to study and learn the historical significance Germany holds in the development of visual communications. This sabbatical project will culminate in a short-term study away itinerary, a professional presentation, and the submission of an article for publication. I will use this faculty development grant to supplement the travel/supply costs and admission fees associated with this research project.

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Paul McMullan
Project Title:
18th Century European figurines and the contemporary ceramic narrative
Project Abstract:


I have been invited by Philadelphia curator Gail M. Brown to participate in an exhibition entitled Fresh Figurines: A New Look At An Historic Art Form at the Fuller Craft Museum in Brockton, MA from October 8, 2011 to February 12, 2012.

Over the past two years I have been incorporating the ceramic figurine into my studio practice. In preparation for this show I would like to further my research on the ceramic figurine by travelling to The Victoria and Albert Museum in London, England.  The Victoria and Albert Museum is one of the leading craft museums in the world, which houses an exquisite collection of 18th century ceramic figurines as well as a wide range of ceramic work collected across Europe.

In mid-18th century Europe, the ceramic figurine started to appear as a stand-alone object, being displayed on mantle places and shelves, resulting in a visual documentation of current pop culture. The Victoria and Albert Museum would allow me to compare first hand the changes in figurines over the course of history and between cultures. Upon conclusion of this trip, I will return to my own studio and start a new body of artwork, incorporating contemporary mold making techniques, the use of found figurines, slip cast objects along with various hand-building techniques.

With this new body of work I will also be updating my current gallery representation: Linda Ross Contemporary, Detroit, MI and Harvey/Meadows Gallery, Aspen, CO. 

************************************************************************************************************************
Faculty Name:
Jonathan Gitelson
Project Title:
Exhibition at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art: “artists tell stories (mostly about themselves)”
Project Abstract:


I am applying for funding to assist with framing expenses for my upcoming exhibition at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, “artists tell stories (mostly about themselves).” This exhibition will feature two large-scale installations of my work: “The Sweet Spot [2011]” and “The Garbage Can Project [2008]” and will run from October 29, 2011 through January 22, 2012. This will the largest museum exhibition of my work to date and will feature previously un-exhibited projects. It will consist of over one hundred framed photographs, over fifty framed drawings, multiple video projections and site-specific installations. 

************************************************************************************************************************
Faculty Name:
Rosemarie Bernardi
Project Title:
Artist Travel Invitations to Sweden July 2011: 2 exhibitions, participation in a printmaking workshop, and artist lectures for Summer 2011
Project Abstract:


I have had the honor to be invited to exhibit my drawings and prints internationally at two venues in Sweden, to participate alongside Swedish printmakers at a graphic workshop, and to lecture on my artwork.  

These activities are part of an extended offer of a four-week “Artist-in-Residence” in Orsa and Falun, Sweden for the month of July, 2011.  I will be exhibiting new printmaking work at Gallerie Se Konst in Falun.  Concurrently, the Rattviks Kommun Konsthall in Rattvik, Sweden will present my series of large drawings of water images in a three-person exhibition of American artists to be held from June 11 to September 11, 2011 to be held as part of that city’s important summer arts events.  In tandem with these events, the Dalarna County Fine Arts Council has invited me to participate in a week-long printmaking workshop alongside Swedish printmakers. 

Along with these events, I have been invited to lecture, visit museums, artists’ studios and contemporary art galleries. 

While two arts organizations in Sweden are offering some funding  and some free lodging for part of my stay it will only cover 1/3 of the cost of this project. I am requesting another 1/3 from KSC Faculty Grant and I will cover 1/3 of the cost myself.

************************************************************************************************************************

Awards to Faculty in The Mason Library
Faculty Name:
Kara Young

Project Title:
Research Presentation at the 2011 Visual Resources Association Annual Conference

Project Abstract:


This proposal requests funding for the presentation of original research at the Visual Resources Association and the Art Libraries Society of North America Conference, March 24 – 28, 2011 in Minneapolis, MN.  Mason Library Archivist and Assistant Professor Rodney Obien and I have been selected to present the paper, The Orang Asli Archives: Visual Resources & Geo-Tagging.

This paper is the product of our recent research into the geographic origins of the items in our Orang Asli collection and how to leverage the recent acquisition of ContentDM (a digital asset management software program), within which these items are held, with other web 2.0 programs to create a new user experience.  The Orang Asli Collection provides the case study for the application of geo-tagging web 2.0 technology in anthropological/ethnological archival research.  Geo-tagging the images will allow scholars to directly associate and browse collections by geographical area in Malaysia. As a result of our efforts, the items in the Orang Asli collection will be accessible in a new and intriguing way to scholars all over the world.  The presentation will highlight the technologies and workflows we used to accomplish this, as well as the collaborative and on-going research efforts required to make it successful.

************************************************************************************************************************

Awards to Faculty in Professional & Graduate Studies

Faculty Names:
Margaret A. Smith, John Finneran & Marjorie Droppa
Project Title:
Study on Drinking Patterns Among College Students
Project Abstract:


The purpose of this study is to examine the drinking patterns of undergraduate students at Keene State College. Using qualitative research methods, three Health Science faculty members will enlist a sample of 45 volunteers. Utilizing semi-structured interviews, data will be collected and then analyzed using qualitative methods. The investigators plan to report the results in scholarly peer reviewed journals and at conference presentations. Additionally, results will be shared with Keene State College.

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Shirley Wade McLoughlin

Project Title:
Teaching About Diversity: Disseminating Our Work
Project Abstract:


The landscape of public education in the United States is changing. Public school classrooms are becoming more diverse, and knowledge of other cultures is becoming critically important for students and teachers.  Moreover, educators must maneuver in standards driven environments, but must also understand how to best meet the needs of all students, many of whom may be from cultures and/or countries significantly differing from that of the educators.

I am proposing to attend the 11th International Conference of Diversity in Organizations, Communities, and Nations, a conference that examines diversity issues in education and society as a whole.  First, I will present a paper on the positive effects of using a blended learning approach when teaching about diversity, sharing both personal observations and students’ comments regarding the effect of this approach in my work with undergraduate and graduate students at Keene State College.

Second, I will be seeking out other scholars to write chapters for a book I am planning to co-edit with another colleague from India. The book will examine ways in which marginalized groups, those who are from cultures outside dominant society, can maintain components of their cultural identity and redefine themselves within the context of the society in which they live.  Moreover, it will describe the role of educators and leaders in this process. The book will focus upon this theme in the fields of education and in leadership, two areas in which much of my work evolves.

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Darrell C. Hucks
Project Title:
Student Teacher Alumni Network Development (STAND) Project
Project Abstract:


In today’s educational context of No Child Left Behind, teacher education programs are charged with making sure their graduates are prepared to face the challenges that come along with successfully promoting the achievement of the linguistically and culturally diverse students in their classrooms (Ladson-Billings, 1994; Delpit, 1995; Dong, 2000; Noguera, 2003). According to its most recent report on teacher education, the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE), suggests that innovative changes are called for if teacher preparation programs are going to “meet the urgent needs” of schools today (NCATE, 2010). 

 Keene State College’s Student Teacher Alumni Network Development (STAND) Project, a new initiative designed to both enhance and support teachers along the professional continuum, by providing an innovative and collaborative paradigm that breaks with the traditional teacher preparation and professional development model. The STAND Project will join current student teachers (students who are placed in schools full-time for an entire semester of clinical experience) enrolled in Keene State College’s Elementary Education Program in a professional development network with graduates of the program who are currently teaching in New Hampshire schools. KSC will be putting into place a more formalized structure to support the professional preparation and development of its current and former students in the teacher education program and enhancing its relationships with schools.  The STAND Project is a vehicle to further deepen and demonstrate Keene State’s commitment to the successful education of all children by enacting its vision to become a center for academic excellence.

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Rebecca Dunn, Margaret Henning & Karrie Kalich

Project Title:
Understanding Barriers and Positive Contributors to Breastfeeding among New Hampshire WIC Mothers

Project Abstract:


The well documented benefits of breastfeeding for both mother and baby are significant.  However, there are socio-economic disparities that affect breastfeeding rates.   Using the social ecological model, our research will focus on understanding the individual and environmental contributors and barriers to initiating and continuing breastfeeding among Women, Infants and Children (WIC) mothers with the aim of  promoting research based interventions that will increase the percentage of WIC mothers who exclusively breastfeed their infants at three and six months.  A collaborative group of academicians, clinicians, lactation professionals, and WIC providers will form a coalition to identify and assess current efforts around breastfeeding in the southwestern and southern New Hampshire area.  To comprehensively address the contributors and barriers associated with initiation and continuation of breastfeeding, we will facilitate focus groups with health care professionals that will assist in the development of a survey that will be administered to WIC mothers in Cheshire, Hillsborough and Sullivan counties.  The information gathered from the survey will be used to develop a Community Action Plan containing interventions and policy initiatives that will be used to promote breastfeeding in Cheshire, Hillsborough and Sullivan counties.  Our developed survey and Community Action Plan could be used to inform other communities in understanding and developing breastfeeding initiatives.  We fully expect our process and tools to be developed in a way that will allow them to be replicated statewide with an expectation of publishable findings.  

************************************************************************************************************************

Awards to Faculty in Sciences & Social Sciences
Faculty Name:
W. James Stemp
Project Title:
Chipped Stone Tools of the First Maya: The Cunil Phase Assemblage from Cahal Pech, Belize
Project Abstract:

In addition to being active in assessment activities on our campus, I am on the Committee on Assessment of the Mathematical Association of America.  I am the lead organizer of a Contributed Papers Session sponsored by that committee, and will make a presentation on the assessment of KSC’s QL program, at the Joint Meetings of the American Mathematical Society and the Mathematical Association of America in San Francisco in January of 2010.  I require additional funds to meet this professional obligation, as I exhausted my professional enhancement funds in the travel associated with my presentation at the annual MathFest in Portland, OR in August.  The scholarship associated with the assessment of undergraduate mathematics and quantitative literacy programs comprises a significant portion of my scholarly activity in recent years.  At this particular session, I will be engaged with other college faculty from around the nation addressing assessment practices that have improved undergraduate learning.  I will be able to bring back to our campus those methodologies for application here.
****************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
W. James Stemp

Project Title:
Further Development of a Method to Quantitatively Document Microwear on Stone Tools: UBM Laser Profilometry, Relative Length-scale, and Fractal Geometry

Project Abstract:

In the early 1990s, excavations at the site of Cahal Pech in western Belize uncovered early deposits associated with Maya culture. At the time, no one knew exactly how old. However, more recent analysis of the pottery, the production of new radiocarbon dates and the discovery of more early phase pottery at other sites in Western Belize have solidified the argument that the Maya likely developed as a cultural entity beginning as early as 1200 BC, which is earlier than previously thought, and that these deposits were among the earliest in the Maya world. This evidence has substantially affected the traditional hypothesis that the first Maya evolved from earlier cultures from the Pacific coast or Gulf coast of Mexico through some combination of migration and diffusion. Now, there is better evidence that the origins of the Maya may have been a much more complex combination of independent development in this region and cultural influence from the Gulf Coast and Soconusco regions of Central Mexico. The picture of Maya life during this early period of development is incomplete, however. Other sources of archaeological information remain to be analyzed, including the chipped stone tools. This grant proposal seeks funding to travel to Belize to analyze these tools and help piece together a better understanding of the life-ways of the Cunil phase Maya from Cahal Pech, as well as reconstructing the transition from earlier non-Maya nomadic, hunter-gatherers in the region to the first settled, agricultural Maya communities.

****************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Jason Endacott
Project Title:
Dissemination of Scholarly Work and Preparation of Literature Review for Continuing Research into Historical Empathy
Project Abstract:


The purpose of this project is twofold.  First, I plan to disseminate the results of a recent paper “Power and Liberty:  A Long-Term Course Planning Strategy to Encourage the Contextualization of Events in American History” that is currently in press with The Social Studies. This project was the product of a yearlong process of working with EDUC 331 – Secondary Social Studies Methods course to conceive of and create a yearlong planning strategy that can be used by secondary social studies teachers to guide an American History course.   

The second purpose of this project is to pursue two related yet distinct lines of inquiry into historical empathy. I plan to present the working findings of a current manuscript I am co-authoring involving a meta-analysis of current research into the field of historical empathy, a topic that is valuable to history education but is also in dire need of an overarching theoretical examination. The second aspect of this line of inquiry involves a follow-up empirical study I am currently planning to further examine the processes students engage in when they empathize with historical figures.  Previous research has focused intently upon the products students produce when they engage in historical empathy, but little has been done to better understand the processes that lead to those products.  I am currently preparing the literature review and methodology sections of this manuscript.  Attendance at this annual conference will contribute to the fulfillment of both project purposes.

************************************************************************************************************************
Faculty Name:
Beverly Ferrucci
Project Title:
Enhancing the Teaching of Mathematics with Technology
Project Abstract:


Increasingly, mathematics educators at all levels are relying on technology to enhance their teaching effectiveness.  I have received an invitation from the International Program Committee of the Asian Technology Conference in Mathematics (ATCM) to give an invited lecture on my recent practices and research in integrating technology into the K-12 curriculum and to write a paper on Current Technology in the School Mathematics Curriculum for the ATCM 2011 international conference to be held in Bolu, Turkey.  The purpose of this proposal is to request financial support in order to present my invited lecture at the 2011 ATCM conference.
************************************************************************************************************************
Faculty Name:
Marie Duggan

Project Title:
Present Two Papers and Mentor Five Students at Eastern Economic Association, New York, Feb. 25-27, 2011
Project Abstract:


I propose to attend the Eastern Economic Association annual meeting Feb. 25-27, 2011.  This trip has four goals: 

1) Support five student presenters from Econ 420: Econometrics and Econ 491: Economics Senior Research who will be presenting research they conducted under my guidance in Fall 2010.  

2) Present two papers of my own: 
a. The Gold Standard of the 1920s and Keynes’ Turn against Laissez Faire

b. Would Keynes’ 1943 ICU Have Prevented Current China/US Imbalances?  
3) Chair and serve as discussant at two sessions which I organized: 
a. ECONOMIC CRISIS IN HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
b. GLOBAL FINANCE: MONEY AND ARCHITECTURE
4) Fourthly, to host the social hour on Saturday evening for the Union for Radical Political Economy (URPE), upon whose steering committee I have served in the past.   
The two papers I am presenting dovetail with ISECON 360: History of Economic Thought, which I am currently teaching. The course builds up to Keynes’ proposal at Bretton Woods, New Hampshire for conditions on international finance to stabilize global employment.  The students from my Fall 2010 Econ 491 and Econ 420 courses whom I will mentor are listed below, along with the titles of their presentations:

· Rachael Battis, “Is Our Current Unemployment Rate a Result of the Prolonged Recession, or the Beginning of a Shift in Labor Market Demand?”
· Hannah Lique-Naitove, “Why Is Generation Millennial Reluctant to Save?”  

· Sylvie McCarthy, “Malthusian Economics in Rwanda,” 

· Katie Morris, “Are Newspapers Disappearing? The Demand for Print Newspapers in the Ether of the Internet.” 

· Josh Tuliano, “How Much Do Cigarette Tax Increases Improve the Public Health?”
************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Peter Stevenson
Project Title:
White-Collar Crime Case Study: The Collapse of the Exhibition Hall in Katowice, Poland
Project Abstract:


In the city of Katowice, Poland an exhibition hall collapsed due to a heavy snow-load in January of 2006, killing 65 people and hurting 170 more. The Polish corporations who designed and built the exposition center in 2004 conspired with a group of local and governmental officials to build and operate an unsafe faculty.  In some respects, the designs submitted to the government do not reflect the actual building that was built.  My research is a case study that looks at the criminal behavior of those involved and how the Polish government actually helped facilitate this crime by relaxing code enforcement when paid-off by representatives of the main contractors responsible for the construction. 

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Jerry P. Jasinski

Project Title:
Presentation of an Invited Talk at the 2011 American Crystallographic Annual Meeting and Engagement in the Presentation of American Institute of Chemists (AIC) Gold Medal and Chemical Pioneer Awards

Project Abstract:


In this proposal, I request funding to allow me to travel to New Orleans, LA, to present an invited talk at the 2011 American Crystallographic Annual Meeting, May 28-June 2, New Orleans, LA, USA  (Session 08.04 Scholarly and Pragmatic Aspects of Crystallographic Publication Practices), and to travel to Philadelphia, PA, April 7, 8, 2011, to engage in the presentation of the AIC Gold Medal Award to Dr. Dudley Herschbach, co-recipient of the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1986 and two Chemical Pioneer Awards to Dr. James Christner, University of Alabama-Birmingham and Dr. Joseph DeSimone, UNC at Chapel Hill at the Chemical Heritage Foundation.

Title of ACA Talk:  Crystallographic Publication Toolbox in an Undergraduate Environment

Abstract:  Publication of crystal structures and crystal structure information requires the knowledge of crystallization, structure solving and refinement processes, construction of appropriate diagrams and an understanding and interpretation of the various intra and intermolecular bonding patterns that emerge from within a crystallographic environment.  This information is communicated by coauthor intervention, proper construction of the crystallographic information file (cif), interpretation of a structure using a variety of software tools and user expertise to apply this information and to produce a peer-reviewed publication.   An analysis and overview of the process and software toolbox used to examine these effects in an undergraduate environment will be presented along with comments on an Acta Cryst. E coeditor’s experiences. 

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Rosemary Gianno

Project Title:
Landscape of Ghosts: Semelai Shamanic Flight and Cosmological Maps

Project Abstract:


The aim of this proposed research is to conduct a month long research trip to Malaysia in order to update and expand my data on client perspectives on Semelai shamanic practices in order to complete my analysis of Semelai shamanism.  The Semelai are a traditionally hill rice growing Orang Asli (aboriginal people) of Peninsular Malaysia. Unlike most of the cultures of Malaysia and Indonesia, their religious practices include a soul flight type of shamanism, in which shamans draw cross-culturally unusual cosmological maps of the underworld, the land of the dead.  Semelai shamans (puyang) experience the animistic world while dreaming and during the bblyan, a nocturnal shamanic ritual.  In the bblyan, the shaman's soul searches for the soul of the patient along a main path through the cosmos as well as along several optional branching paths (including the one to the underworld) all identified by a series of landmarks, adversaries and allies. Therefore, these two cultural phenomena, the maps and the ritual, overlap while retaining their separateness in conceptualizing illness and death.  While Southeast Asian shamanism characterized by spirit possession has been well documented, little has been published on the soul journeying variety. A preliminary analysis of these data has been presented at conferences, but has only recently been substantially developed and expanded.    At least two journal articles, one focused on the cosmological maps within their socio-cultural context and the other on the comparative ethnology of Semelai shamanic practices, will be the primary outcomes. 

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Emily Porschitz

Project Title:
Great Expectation? Examining the Career Values of Chinese “Millennials”

Project Abstract:


I am asking for funding that would allow me to travel to China to undertake qualitative interview and focus group research for an ongoing research project. I have been studying the career values and expectations of young Chinese of the “millennial” generation. This is an understudied, but important topic for both career theory development and management practitioners.

This research project is a collaboration with colleagues Dr. Grace Guo (Professor of Management, Sacred Heart University), and Dr. Jose Alvés (Associate Professor of Management at the School of Management, Leadership and Government of the University of Saint Joseph, Macau). We have presented a paper based on a pilot project for this research at the Eastern Academy of Management in 2009, and more recently we have been invited to contribute a chapter to the forthcoming peer-reviewed book, “Managing the New Workforce: International Perspectives on the Millennial Generation” (Edward Elgar, 2012) edited by Eddy Ng, Sean Lyons, and Linda Schweitzer. 

This grant would allow me to travel to China with Prof. Guo and meet Prof. Alvés to undertake additional data gathering (interviews and focus groups at two universities) needed to complete the book chapter. Following this qualitative research, we will also be developing a two additional research projects. For this, we hope to obtain further external grant funding, and we have already identified potential outlets for further papers on this topic. 

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Therese Seibert

Project Title:
Rescue during Rwandan Genocide
Project Abstract:


The long-term goal of this project is to produce a monograph presenting a theory of rescue during the Rwandan genocide that is supported by empirical research. Funding from a Faculty Development Grant will advance this research by paying for travel expenses associated with field research in Rwanda that involves interviewing 10 Hutu rescuers and the Tutsis they saved. This research will occur during my fall 2011 sabbatical. The Rwandan NGO Ibuka will assist in identifying rescuers, and the Rwandan NGO Never Again Rwanda will provide logistical support. This research is significant for several reasons. More and more Hutus who rescued Tutsis during the Rwandan genocide are being recognized by the government of Rwanda and scholars, but these accounts remain at a descriptive level. In general, research on rescue during genocide continues to be understudied with the exception of a vast literature on rescue during the Holocaust.  Drawing from this literature, this project specifies several hypotheses that will be tested with secondary data analysis based on credible, public accounts of rescue, interviews with rescuers and the people they saved, and examination of historical documents. The results will provide insight into why rescuers risked their lives to save Tutsis and shed light on the extent to which theoretical work on Holocaust rescue can be generalized to other genocides. 

************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Kristen Porter-Utley
Project Title:
Untangling the passionflower vines: phylogeny, species diversification, and character evolution in Passiflora subgenus Decaloba (Passifloraceae)
Project Abstract:


Passionflowers (species in the genus Passiflora) are best known for their edible fruits, complex flowers, and ecological interactions with passionflower butterflies (Heliconius) and a diversity of pollinators. The genus currently contains five subgenera; of these, subgenus Decaloba is the largest with ca. 260 species. The range of subgenus

Decaloba extends from the United States to Argentina, with an additional 22 species in the Old World. Very little is known about the evolutionary relationships within the subgenus. I and four other colleagues from across the country have been working for three and a half years to make significant contributions to our knowledge of evolutionary relationships and patterns of diversification within subgenus Decaloba. Our work will ultimately provide an evolutionary hypothesis for species within the subgenus, the end result of which will be a formal classification that will reflect a modern understanding of our study group. We plan to examine patterns of floral and vegetative diversification in the subgenus, focusing on the evolution of vertebrate pollination syndromes. In addition, we will complete a monograph of subgenus Decaloba, resulting in a classification that will include descriptions, illustrations, keys, and accurate distribution information for each species. The enormous morphological diversity and relative rarity of species in Decaloba highlight the need to revise current classifications to facilitate the identification and conservation of species within the subgenus.
Three and a half years ago, I received a grant from the National Science Foundation to support this research. I am requesting supplemental funding from the Faculty Development Grant program to allow me and my students to cover additional DNA sequencing costs associated with the project.
************************************************************************************************************************

Faculty Name:
Michael M. Welsh
Project Title:
Planning for Climate Change and Sustainability: Lessons From Stockholm, Sweden for a Progressive U.S. City
Project Abstract:


This project describes travel to build contacts and refine research questions about the politics of urban sustainability in Stockholm, Sweden, first recipient of the European Green Capital award. Stockholm, which won the award in part on the basis of its recent vision and planning process, shares a similarity with the City of Keene, which has won awards for its work in the past few years for the same thing. Stockholm’s track record of success and its targets for pollution reductions, however, surpass those of Keene or any other American city.
************************************************************************************************************************
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