
  Greetings to new and 

returning families!  Our start 

to the year was more dra-

matic than usual, as our ori-

entation and opening day 

bracketed Hurricane Irene!  

We werenõt even sure we 

would see you on Monday, 

given the forecast.  While we 

are glad that Keene was rela-

tively unaffected, Iõm sure 

you join us in thinking about  

our friends and neighbors in 

Vermont and elsewhere who 

experienced flooding and 

other damaging effects from 

the storm.  

 As always, we are so 

pleased to be reunited with 

old friends, and we are ex-

cited to be forming relation-

ships with our newest CDC 

members. 

 At the start of the year, 

we all move through a transi-

tion together.  The children, 

are getting to know their new 

classroom, their new teach-

ers, and their peers.   To help 

you understand the scope of 

their  experience, it might 

help to recall your first cou-

ple of weeks at a new job.     

 Our big focus during the 

early weeks is to form those 

important bonds with you 

and your children.  It is the 

establishment of these rela-

tionships  which help the 

children to feel safe here at 

the CDC.  Once they feel 

safe, they can focus on their  

friendships with peers and 

engage in enrichment activi-

ties.   Amazingly, research 

supports the need for teach-

ers to establish a secure bond 

with children, and sees that 

as a critical piece to chil-

drenõs success in school.  So, 

research has finally supported 

the importance of LOVE!  

The Beatles were right after 

all!  It really is all you needé 

(Well, there are few other 

things we need too when we 

parent and teaché) 

 We have been welcom-

ing Keene State College stu-

dents to the CDC as well.   

Our Academic Students 

have joined the class-

roomsñMethods Students 

in the morning on Mondays-

through-Thursdays, and Stu-

dent Teachers full time for 

seven week placements.   In 

addition, Student Workers 

have joined us, and you will 

see them most often in the 

afternoons and on Fridays.   

 As with the youngest 

members of our commu-

nity, we welcome old 

friends and new friends 

amongst our college student 

population, and just as we 
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experience hope anew with 

each new group of young 

children, we have those same 

feelings of hope and new pos-

sibilities with our KSC stu-

dents. 

 The CDC is at the center 

of a wonderful community, 

comprised of your wonderful  

children, KSC Students, our 

excellent teachers, and,  of 

course, you. 

 Our partnership with you 

is a cornerstone of our work.  

You frame your childõs ex-

perience, and your participa-

tion and involvement is a key 

factor in helping foster your 

childõs healthy development. 

 It was lovely seeing you at 

the Orientation in August.      

One could identify an òarcó 

during that day.  When chil-

dren first arrived for their 

visit with us, they were reti-

cent and maybe a little anx-

ious.  Then, as time passed, 

they relaxed.  It was gratify-

ing to see them settle into the 

environment and eventually 

engage in play with peers.   

  It is wonderful to be 

back in the òswingó with you, 

and we are looking forward 

to the year ahead. 

Keene State College ñWisdom to make a difference  



 Parking can be 

problematic on the 

Keene State Col-

lege campus. If the 

CDC spaces are 

full, you can park in the visitorõs 

parking area across Wyman Way.  

Cars in the wrong spaces and 

those in CDC spaces without 

hangtags do get tickets. Be espe-

cially careful not to park in a 

handicap parking space because 

those tickets are almost $300.00. 

Parking Advice... 

Opening in the 

Infant Room 

  We now have an opening in our 

Infant Classroom.  If you have friends 

or colleagues in the community who 

might be interested, please send them 

our way! 

Dates to Remember 

Tuesday, September 13th, CDC 

Family Picnic 

Wednesday, September 14th, 

CDC Family Picnic Raindate 

Monday, September 19th, 4:00-

5:15, Wendy Hill and David Sobel 

lead parenting workshop on children 

and nature 

Tuesday, October 4th, 5:00-

6:30ñ Family Open House 

Friday, October 7thñCDC 

Closed for Professional Develop-

ment Day 

Music at the CDC! 
"Music is love in search of a 

voice." -Leo Tolstoy 

 We have always valued the impor-

tance of music as a òlanguageó for young 

children.  Howard Gardner  has even 

identified it as an òintelligenceó.  All of 

the teachers at the CDC use music with 

children as part of their ongoing cur-

riculum, and we also meet together for 

Group Sing on Wednesdays at 

9:30 . Group Sing is a weekly event 

where all children come together to 

sing various songs, and Ellen leads on 

the guitar.  This is a very popular event 

with the children, and families are in-

vited to drop in any time and join us.  

Please also let us know about 

your childõs favorite song, and we 

will try to incorporate that into 

our repertoire. 

 The Center 

has a òNut Awarenessó policy.  This 

means that we do not serve any 

foods here that contain nuts, nut 

oils, or were processed in plants 

where nuts were processed.  We ask 

all families to pack lunches that 

donõt contain nuts or nut oils. Our staff also 

does not bring foods containing nuts into the 

center.   

 We understand this can be inconvenient, 

and we also acknowledge that nuts are a 

wonderful source of nutrition.  However, 

keeping the children alive is our first prior-

No Nuts Please! 
ity.  Because we arenõt allowed to 

keep Epi-pens (the treatment for 

anaphylaxis) on hand òjust in caseó 

a child is identified with an al-

lergy, we just canõt risk it.  

Thanks for understanding and for 

helping to keep our children 

safe!! 

http://freelance-zone.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2009/08/music_notes.jpg


Documentation at the CDC 
 As part of our commitment 

to maintaining high quality stan-

dards in our programs, the early childhood educators 

at the CDC utilize developmentally appropriate ap-

proaches to observe, document and assess children to 

determine each childõs growth and development. Ob-

servation, documentation and assessment supports 

teachers to build positive relationships with each child, 

develop meaningful curriculum, and communicate 

effectively with families about their childõs participa-

tion in the classroom. Documentation (the analysis of 

photos & videos, childrenõs narrative and/or work 

samples) offers teachers, academic students, and fami-

lies the opportunity to reflect and learn about the chil-

drenõs experiences in the early childhood classroom. 

 As part of course requirements KSC  academic stu-

dents practice assessment approaches under the guid-

ance of early childhood faculty and CDC facilitating 

teachers. Confidentiality is a professional responsibil-

ity and students are required to sign a statement of 

confidentiality and maintain highest standards for 

keeping childrenõs identity private. Administrators 

and teachers will ensure that these policies and proce-

dures are supported through training and through on-

going monitoring. 

Policies for safeguarding childrenõs privacy for observations and 

documentation.  

Digital PhotographsñMethods students and student teachers will 

use only CDC cameras to take photos. No other students 

(academic, volunteer or work/study) are allowed to photograph 

children. 

 Facilitating teachers will download the digital photographs to 

their program flash drive. 

 The student will download the digital photos from the pro-

gram flash drive to the CDC off-line computer and use that com-

puter to make panels. Photos may be printed for course projects 

or panels. No photo is ever identified. Photos are the property of 

the CDC. 

 The flash drive with photos will be returned to the FT after 

each use. 

 Through this procedure, the CDC can ensure that all digital 

images taken by students are safeguarded by supervising teachers 

and administrators.   

ObservationsñAll students are directed to use initials or pseudo-

nyms when writing about children, families, peer colleagues or 

teaching staff for course assignments. 

 This is just a friendly reminder regarding our hours of 

operation.  We open at 7:30 and we close at 5:30. 

 Sometimes families arrive a few minutes before our 

starting time.  Families are welcome to arrive at 7:30 or 

later, but not before.  We are not ready to accommodate 

children before that time.  

 Our teachers come in early to prepare their classroom 

for the day.  Some tasks must be accomplished before 

children arrive.  If children arrive early, teachers arenõt 

able to make the necessary preparations to ensure that the 

classroom is ready for all that they have planned.  Where 

Picking Up and Dropping Off 
planning is concerned, please believe us when we tell you 

that we make good use of every spare minute that we 

have.  All that preparation ensures that your child has a rich 

and stimulating experience every day. 

 We also appreciate a timely pick-up.  We recommend 

that families try to arrive by 5:15, so that they have the 

time to gather together possessions, check-in with teachers, 

and give their children a few minutes to disengage from 

activities, friends and teachers.  Needless to say, our teach-

ers have their own families and other obligations, and so 

they appreciate being able to leave on time. 



Parent Night & Parent Education  
 The CDC has 

much to offer 

families this year.  

Thanks to feed-

back from our 

wonderful Family Advisory Coun-

cil, we have planned a very ambi-

tious program of events for the 

year to support families . 

 We have invited Wendy Hill 

to join us for a fourth year to pro-

vide parenting workshops.  

Wendy is a Child and Family Life 

Consultant who has worked with 

children from early childhood 

through adolescence and their par-

ents. She is currently working as a 

parent educator and coordinator of 

the childrenõs program at The 

Family Center of Greater Peter-

borough and has a private practice. 

A particular interest and strength 

she offers families is assistance in 

developing a set of principles, 

based on their values, and that 

help provide a strong foundation for 

parenting and a guide for family life. 

Wendy has agreed to provide us with 

three sessions this year, and she has 

adjusted her workshops in response to 

feedback from families who attended 

her sessions during the previous sea-

son. 

 Her first session is going to be with 

David Sobel, and we are very ex-

cited about that.  David is an education 

writer who has helped in developing 

the philosophy of place-based educa-

tion.  He is currently a Core Faculty 

member and Director of Certificate 

Programs at Antioch University New 

England.  He has written extensively 

on children and nature.  We are 

thrilled that he will be joining us! 

 We are also thrilled to be working 

with Susan Brennan-Sawyer this 

year.  Susan has been a long time 

member of SAU 29õs Community Pre-

school Team as a social worker, and 

her work with families on parenting is a 

real strength.  We have known and re-

spected Susanõs work for many years, 

and are so glad that she is going to be 

involved in our program in this way.   

We think you will appreciate her direct 

manner and her great sense of humor.  

She is a wise woman! 

 In the meantime, we wanted to make 

sure you knew about our Family Ori-

entation, which will be taking place on 

Tuesday, October 4th , from 5:00-

6:30. The evening will begin with overall 

program information about the CDC, 

information about Early Sprouts, and 

then families will break-up into class-

room groups and spend a half-hour with 

their childõs teacher learning about the 

specifics of their childõs classroom.  Even 

if you have been CDC parents for years, 

there is always new information.  Plus, 

you can share your knowledge of the 

program with new families. 

 A relatively new feature of this eve-

ning is the provision of 

childcare and dinner for 

your children (as well snacks 

for the grown-ups).  Please 

make sure to sign-up for 

childcare.  We must main-

tain appropriate ratios and 

will need to plan staffing in 

advance. 

 We hope you will make 

sure to take advantage of 

these learning opportunities! 

Some titles from our 

Parent Library!  
Check it out! 
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