Organizing a Phone Calling Campaign

A phone calling campaign, if done properly, is a very successful way to influence public policy and is very simple to plan and coordinate. In this situation, a flood of calls can persuade a legislator to take action by urging the White House to take stronger action to achieve security, humanitarian assistance, and accountability.
How to Organize:

• Create a list of people willing to call

• With cell phones, people can make the call from anywhere (i.e. sit in the dining hall with a script to hand people, along with a cell phone).

• If you are generating numerous calls, ask callers to leave a message with the receptionist.

• Since you are trying to make a positive relationship with the staff, you don't want to overload the legislative aide with too many calls. A few callers can contact the aide to let him/her know that there are many messages with the receptionist.

• Create a telephone tree having every person deliver a consistent message to the congressional office.

Tips:

• Call your member of Congress at his/her Washington, DC, office.

• Identify yourself and your affiliation (your school, group, and/ or your hometown).

• Ask to speak with the member of Congress or the legislative aide handling the Sudan crisis. If neither person is available, leave a message with your name, address, and phone number with the receptionist.

• Keep your message brief.

• Make a specific request of your representative. (For example, please support HR 5061 / S.2781)

• Be prepared to have background information on your issue available to send to the office if there are any questions.

Cyber Activism

Legislators usually respond better to the traditional lobbying tactics of visits, letters, or phone calls.

However, email is a quick and easy way to send many letters in a short period of time.

• To send an email about the Sudan crisis, go to the websites listed below for easy to send emails.

• If you send a preformatted email, remember to add your personal touch and opinion.

• Wireless internet allows you to sit in a dining hall or a main campus building and send hundreds of letters in a short period of time.

• Emails are only taken seriously if an address is included; that is the only way a legislator knows you live in his or her district.

• An effective email letter should follow the same guidelines for regular letters (outlined on the previous page)

From: http://www.darfurgenocide.org/Events/SudanDIYKit.pdf
