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INSERT CITY Interfaith Leaders Unite To Urge Immediate, Decisive Action in Sudan

 



 
NEW YORK, August 23, 2004 – Jewish, Christian, Muslim and other interfaith leaders will come together in _________ and across the country on August 25th to demand immediate and decisive action to stop the killing and destruction in the Darfur region of western Sudan.

 

Appalled by the horror in Darfur and outraged by the international community’s inadequate response, a diverse group of faith-based, humanitarian and Human rights organizations have united to take part in the August 25th Sudan: Day of Conscience.

 

In _____________ as well as dozens of communities across North America, interfaith activities will be held to raise public awareness about the dire situation and to demand that the international community take immediate and decisive action to stop the killing, the rape, and the destruction of villages, and to assure that humanitarian relief reaches all those in need.

 

INSERT DETAILS OF LOCAL EVENT

 

 

Speaking last month at the Coalition’s launch, Nobel prize-laureate Elie Wiesel issued a clarion call arguing that we all have a moral obligation to help the Sudanese victims.

 

“You shall not stand idly by the blood of your neighbor,” he said, echoing Biblical teachings. 

 

“We hear you, and we will do whatever we can,” Wiesel said.

 

In Darfur, an estimated 50,000 innocent civilians have been brutally murdered, more than 200,000 people have been forced from their homes and have fled to neighboring Chad, and more than 1,200,000 people have been internally displaced.

 

For the first time since its inception, the Committee on Conscience of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum has declared a “genocide emergency” indicating that genocide is imminent or is actually happening in the Darfur region.

 

“As people of conscience, we have a particularly poignant responsibility to speak out against injustice on behalf of vulnerable and disenfranchised people across the globe,” according to the Save Darfur Coalition’s proclamation on the crisis.

 
From Atlanta’s Martin Luther King Jr. Historic Museum to San Francisco’s City Hall plaza, thousands of religious leaders will stand together to urge immediate action.

 

Among the dozens of events across the country are: 

Winston-Salem, NC: Corpening Plaza Rally

Carbondale, IL: First Christian Church Interfaith Service

Knoxville, TN: Northside Christian Church Coffee House    St. Paul, MN: State Capitol Rotunda Rally

Baltimore, MD: Union Baptist Church Forum                       Everett, WA: Temple Beth Or Interfaith Rally

Newton, NJ: First Methodist Church Gathering                     Boise, ID: First Presbyterian Church Interfaith Prayer Service

Montreal, Canada: Wallenberg Memorial Rally                   Washington, DC: Shiloh Baptist Church Interfaith Prayer Service

Houston, TX: LOCATION, Prayer Vigil                                Louisville, KY: Univ. of Louisville Interfaith Center Petition Drive

San Francisco, CA: Civic Center Plaza Rally                        Virginia Beach, VA: Sandler Family Campus Rally

Minnesota, MN: State Capitol Rally                                       Rochester, NY: Cobbs Hill Park Rally 

Albany, NY: Albany City Hall Interfaith vigil

 

A complete list of local events and signatories are available on the coalition’s website, www.savedarfur.org.

 

Offering a prayer at a recent rally at the Sudanese Embassy in Washington, DC, Rabbi David Saperstein, executive director of the Religious Action Center for Reform Judaism called for action.

 

“We stand in solidarity with every one of us and every one of them. And, in a moment of urgency and hope, we stand to remember that justice is our duty, to recognize the image of the Divine in every human life, to renounce inaction in the face of enormous tragedy, and, we pray, to rouse an immediate and effective response from the world at large on behalf of the victims of Sudan.”

 

More than 80 organizations have signed the Save Darfur Coalition Unity Statement from Anti-Defamation League to the National Council of Churches to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 

 

 

WHO: City Interfaith Leaders

 

WHAT: Vigil for Action in Sudan

 

WHERE: 

 

WHEN: 

 

CONTACT: 

###
