Examples of  Appropriate Conference Abstracts
Mathematics

Title: Mathematical Analysis of Juggling Patterns
Discipline: Mathematics
Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
The ancient art of juggling remains well known today as a form of exercise and entertainment. In the last thirty years, several jugglers have developed systems of notation to record and reproduce specific patterns. These innovations have led to extensive investigation of the mathematical mechanisms guiding the systems. They have also introduced many questions about the modeling process, and the advantages and disadvantages of various interpretations. This study develops tools for the treatment of periodic juggling patterns as mathematical constructs, in order to quantify and elucidate the laws that define them.

Sciences

Title: ‘Culvert’ Operation: Fragmentation in the Ashuelot Watershed
Discipline: Environmental Studies/ Geography

Type of presentation:  Poster

The Ashuelot Watershed is an important area in New Hampshire, containing 22 rare animal and plant species, including the Dwarf Wedge Mussel. Due to population growth and development pressures, culverts are used to connect streams under roads. As the number of roads increases so does culvert construction and use. Many of these culverts are harmful to stream systems, their organisms and their characteristics. This project focuses on eight culvert sites and their role in habitat fragmentation. Many of the researched sites adversely affect movement of wildlife and water. If the number of culverts continues to increase there will be a loss of crucial habitat areas, as well as a loss of rare species.  In the near future this project will expand in order to classify each of the watershed’s 1400 crossings, to undertake reparations to problem culverts.

Title:  Dendritic Ionic Liquids:  Another Step Toward Green Chemical Processes

Discipline:  Chemistry

Type of presentation:  Poster
Dendritic Ionic Liquids:  Another Step Toward Green Chemical Processes

Volatile organic compounds (VOCs) are commonly used as solvents for industrial chemical reactions.  Recently, ionic liquids have been emerging as novel replacements to VOCs due to their unique properties.  Ionic liquids are liquids comprised entirely of ions that are environmentally benign, non-volatile, non-flammable, and inexpensive to manufacture.  This project explores the synthesis of dendrimers that have ionic liquid properties.  By incorporating ionic liquid moieties into dendritic systems, the potential exists to design a new class of macromolecules capable of catalyzing various organic reactions.  The synthesis, characterization, and preliminary studies of the dendritic ionic liquids will be presented. 

Humanities

Title:  Walking with Dorothy Wordsworth: Dorothy Wordsworth’s Journals as Literature of  Place

Discipline:  English

Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
Dorothy Wordsworth (1771-1855) is best known as the sister of William Wordsworth.  She is the person to whom he speaks in “Tintern Abbey.”  Her journal entries provided inspiration and phrases which William appropriated for his poems.  Her work was marginalized by her circumstances and the genre in which she chose to express herself.  However, her journals provide a detailed, masterful image of the Lake District where she and William spent many years.  Through this presentation, it is hoped that the audience will come to appreciate the power which Dorothy exerted over language to create compelling portraits of the English landscape and people.  Dorothy’s journals also provide a view into the life of a woman unusual for her time, unmarried and intensively committed to walking.  It is the desire of the presenter that the audience will understand Dorothy Wordsworth as an independent, intellectual voice for women of the Romantic period.

Title: Freeing Themselves: The Role of Blacks in the British and American Abolitionist Movements, 1760-1807

Discipline: History


Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
This project examines the role of blacks in the British and American abolitionist movements, from 1760-1807. This period was significant because it was the era of the Somerset decision, which called into question the legality of slavery in Britain, the American Revolution, and the abolition of the slave trade by Britain and America. Scholars who have written on antislavery in this era either do not recognize the contributions of black abolitionists or they deem their role inconsequential. However, the role of blacks was central in effecting abolition of the slave trade. By combining two elements of eighteenth thought that are often viewed as antithetical to one another, namely rationalism and emotive Protestantism, blacks were able to produce very effective pieces of antislavery literature. This synthesis was a sophisticated way of speaking to white audiences and one that was effective in developing the abolition movement. 

Social Sciences
Title: Leonberg: Complicity during World War II

Discipline: Sociology

Type of presentation: Oral Presentation

This presentation will focus on the small farming community of Leonberg, Germany where Nazis constructed a concentration camp in 1944. It will demonstrate the complicity of the common German populace during the Holocaust, even those removed from urban areas serving as the propaganda epicenters. While the talk concentrates on the experience and views of bystanders toward Nazi Germans, some attention will be paid to rescuers.  Over the last five years survivors, bystanders and rescuers have begun to share their experiences and voice their opinions, with some bystanders acknowledging complicity. Leonberg has also established memorials, and authors have published books on the concentration camp and the persecution of Jews and other groups Nazis deemed unworthy. Note that photos and maps will provide a visual supplement to the oral presentation.  

Title: Productivity in the U.S. Economy: A Steel Industry Case Study
Discipline: Economics

Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
Economists generally view productivity as one of the most important variables for thinking about an economy in the long run. Many economic historians believe a thriving steel industry is critical to the industrialization and economic development of a nation. This presentation will examine and explore the interconnection between these two ideas. This presentation will explore the macroeconomic effects of productivity on the U.S. economy through a careful examination of the steel industry. The presentation will explore the historical importance of the steel industry, examine the role productivity plays in the overall U.S. economy and consider the historical performance of productivity in the steel industry.
Arts

Title: “Luminous Association”

Discipline: Art

Type of presentation: Photography Exhibit

This photography exhibit showcases a series of black and white portraits. Each photograph is mounted on a see-through acrylic plate and lit from behind, creating a sense of depth. The illumination of these photographs provides the only source of light in an otherwise darkened room, thereby focusing the viewers’ attention solely on the images themselves and eliminating any outside distractions. The goal of this project is to visually represent the subtleties of nonverbal communication through human facial expressions.

Title:  The Effect of Music Therapy on Children with Disabilities: A Case Study in Service Learning

Discipline: Music

Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
In fall 2005 three KSC students enrolled in a Service Learning project in music therapy at Fuller Elementary School (Keene).  Today’s presentation is a report on three workshops developed by the presenter.  Results of the project showed notable improvement in the attention span and motor skills of children with disabilities.  These workshops - drum patterns, vocal imitation, and guitar therapy - were created specifically to aid in the development of eye contact, listening skills, and self control.  Journals were kept of the children’s reaction to each workshop and the progress they made.  These journals and the author’s personal experiences further demonstrate the beneficial effect of music therapy on children with disabilities.

Professional Studies

Title: Teaching Responsible Personal and Social Behavior in a Physical Activity Setting

Discipline: Physical Education

Type of presentation: Workshop

Teaching physical education is not just about teaching sports, games, dance and exercise, it is also about developing affective behavior. Standard number five of the National Standards for Physical Education states, that “a physically educated person should exhibit responsible personal and social behavior that respects self and others in physical activity settings.” This workshop will guide participants through an activity used to facilitate learning in the area of personal and social responsibility by asking them to make moral and ethical choices about school mascots and to decide whether or not certain mascots would be considered offensive to others. 

Title: Snack Food Marketing to Young Adults 

Discipline:  Health Science - Nutrition

Type of presentation: Oral Presentation

A recent Kaiser Family Foundation report found dramatic links between advertising unhealthy snacks to youth and the rise in childhood obesity.  This presentation will recap a workshop originally given in fall, 2005, to seventh grade students at Keene Middle School, which addressed this relationship. The workshop was informed by a “Consumer Attitudes” survey, which determined the students’ snack-buying practices and preexisting beliefs about advertising, as well as by outside research.  Methods utilized during the workshop included a brief lecture, highlighting the reasons that snack food companies target youth, and the presentation of two television commercials, illustrating common advertising strategies, followed by a group activity in which the students evaluated various snack foods based on specific criteria.  The presenters will discuss methods for increasing students’ awareness of food marketing practices and for helping them become savvy consumers.  Those attending the presentation will acquire knowledge about communicating effectively with this age group.

Title: Incorporating Social Justice in the High School Humanities Curriculum
Discipline: Education (Curriculum & Instruction)
Type of presentation: Oral Presentation
Is this project grant funded? No
Abstract:

Effectively incorporating social justice content into the curriculum entails deepening student knowledge of and interaction with historical material.  This presentation will examine a curriculum unit that focuses on deconstructing and interpreting historical events and ideas.  An interactive approach allows students to achieve solidarity with the perspective of groups and individuals who are typically left out of the historical discourse.  The presentation will examine the relevance, power, and personal meaning students can realize when studying and participating in history as a dynamic, multi-faceted representation of the past, determinant of the present, and predictor of the future.  Curriculum components allow students to engage in the interpretation of history in their own words, examine the traditional discourse, and present their work for discussion with their peers.  The presentation will include topics and timelines, specific activities within the unit, learning outcomes and the assessment process, as well as student reactions and student work.

